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GOV. EASLEY HELPS CLEAR PATH FOR SANTA’S SLEIGH, LIFTS BAN
ON ‘FLYING’ REINDEER FOR CHRISTMAS EVE 

RALEIGH – To help Santa Claus bring his sleigh into North Carolina, Gov. Mike Easley is temporarily lifting the importation ban on reindeer coming into the state on Dec. 24, Christmas Eve.

“By the powers vested in me as governor of this great state, I am hereby lifting the ban on reindeer coming into North Carolina on Christmas Eve and during the early morning hours on Christmas Day,” Easley said.  “This temporary reprieve only applies to ‘flying reindeer’ who are pulling Santa’s sleigh across our state borders to bring toys and goodies to all the good little girls and boys.

“I want to make sure that Santa knows that Rudolph and his team are most welcome to visit the homes of our children.  I wish Santa and his team good speed and good weather, and I hope everyone has a safe and happy holiday.” 

More than 30 states across the nation including North Carolina prohibit the importation of reindeer, elk, white-tailed deer and other species in the family Cervidae until the U.S. Department of Agriculture establishes a chronic wasting disease program.  The neurological disease has been found in some animals in the midwestern and western United States, but has not been detected in North Carolina. 
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