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RE: Extent to Which Expenditure of Menies in County Inmate Welfare Fund
Is Limited hy Law

) . & At a recent pre-session, several ‘Board members inquired whether use of funds
received from the jall comimissary, derived pnmanly from sales to inmates, and other similar
revenues (primarily from the phone system, which generates significant revenues from |
inmate phone calls) is limited by law. This fund is presently known as the Inmate Welfare |
Fund. The law does not restrict the use of these funds, beyond restrictions that apply to
county ;fun‘ds in general. ‘

" -
)

B. G S. 148-2(¢) limits the use of such revenues from state prison canteens to
certmn purposes includin g a state Inmate Welfare Fund, with the excess to be credited to a
Crime Victim’s Cornpensaﬂon Fund. No such statute m this state applies to revenues

* generated by similar local _Jzul enterprises.

C.  Iattach the May 26, 1988 memorandum of the Sheriff, approved by the
- County Manager Witherspoon-, 'setting up this fund for use for inmate welfaré expense items,
subject to appropriate procedures by budget and finance. As a policy matter, it has
continued to be desirable to limit expenditures from this fund to expense items such as
television sets, toilet articles, recreation items, fruit for inmates at Christmas, movies , shows
. and special events, inmate newspapers, inmate salaries, etc., as set out in the 1988
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