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RE:

, '

, A. At a recent pre-session,'several,Board members,inquired whetheruse of funds

received from' the jail commissary, derived primar:ily froni. sales to inmates.. and other similar
revenues (primarily from the phone system, which generates significant revenueS,from,

~nmatephone calls) is lirnitedqy law. This fund is presen,t!y known as the Inmate Welfare,

, Fund. The law does ,not .restrict the use of these funds, beyond restrictions tpat appJYlo
cOlfnty~fuIidsin.,genera!.

" r
f ~ '

";;6. G.S. 148-2(c) limits the use of such revenues from state prison canteens to\ ", ' , ,

ce1i¥npurposes,lnc1uding a state Inmate Welfare Fund, with the 'excessto he credited to a
(, I ,

Crim~Victim's CompensationFund. No such statute in this state applies to revenues
, generatedby similarlocaljail ente:rprises.

~
C. I atcic~ the.:rv,:~Y,26, 1988 memorandum of the Sheriff, approved by the

Coun~yManager Witherspoon, setting up this fund for use for inmate welfare expense items,

subj~t to appropriate procedures, ~y budget and finance; As a policy matter. it has

continued to be desirable to limit expenditures from this fund to expense items such as

television sets, toilet articles, recreation items, fruit for inmates at Christmas, movies, shows,

) and special events, inmate new~papers, inmate salaries, etc., as set out in the 1988
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