
November 12, 2004

Mr. George Gilbert

Executive Director 

Guilford County Board of Elections

Greensboro, North Carolina

Re: Protest of Trudy Wade

Dear George,

I am pleased to represent Commissioner Trudy Wade in her election protest.  Attached please find the election protest of Trudy Wade, candidate for Guilford County Commissioner at large.  Almost all of the election ballots which we question arise from the handling of the provisional ballots which were counted by the local board after the election was ended.

I realize that the large majority of these ballots are voters who voted out of precinct and this is a legal question which will need to be ultimately decided in the courts.  I urge you and the county board to segregate these ballots so that totals can be determined both with and without the out of precinct ballots.

 We have attached lists of voters based on the examination of records of the State Board of Election database and other information we have access to.  Because the local board chose not to individually go through the provisional ballots received and to handle a large number of these en masse based upon staff recommendations, we have not had the benefit of the Board’s judicial process  reaching a number of its conclusions regarding these ballots.  For example, why was Luther Mae Baker, a person whom the State BOE site identifies as a deceased Democrat, allowed to cast a provisional vote?  Perhaps there is an explanation for this vote and the other votes, and if it can be determined without litigation, I would look forward to resolving and reducing the number of questionable ballots.  

As always, I appreciate the courtesy and professionalism with which you and your staff comport yourselves in these matters.

Sincerely yours,

Robert N. Hunter, Jr.
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