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October 4, 2004

To Mayor Becky Smothers and Council Members Whitley, Wiley, Wilkins, Linton,
Faircloth, Bencinj, and Alexander:

Several weeks ago I was invited by the American Geographers Association to participate
in their 2004 Conference on Race, Ethnicity and Place held at Howard University in
Washington, DC. [ was a presenter for their workshop on “MLK Streets: At The
Intersection of Race, Place and Memory”. The organizer for this workshop was Derek
Alderman, Chairman of the East Carolina University Department of Geography.

Part of the discourse in this workshop centered on the difficulty communities have in
determining what level of honor should be accorded Dr. King’s memory and how to
ensure inclusion of the entire community when this honor takes place. Many
commumnities have chosen renaming streets in his honor but have not been inclusive of
everyone in the community in the decision making process resulting in division and
discord in the community, particularly among its African American population. Other
communities have chosen to name parks, buildings, and other facilities in his honor.

As many of you know, this commumty has been faced with the reuammg of a street in
honor of Dr. King on two occasions, Both times the measure failéd becatise of the
proces's and “the failure of this commun:ty to reach consensus on’ what ‘would be
appropriate to honor the life and legacy of this most renowned mdmdua] It is important
for High Point to determine the impact of Dr. ng on our community — for better or
worse — and honor him-appropiiately. If the congress of the United States felt that his
contributions to this country and t6 the world were great enough to honor him with a
national holiday, then this present council should be able to facilitate the process to
determine how the City of High Point will honor this Nobel peace prize winner and
champion of human and civil rights. I am painfully aware that there are some in our
community who feel that the present level of recognition for Dr. King is just fine, but it is
not. We can do better.

I am therefore requesting that my fellow council members “step outside the box™ and take
responsibility for resolving this issue in the High Point community and to make it happen
before the next King Holiday. This request would include inviting community groups —
representing all races and ethnicities - to develop a project that would be fitting for a man
of Dr. King’s stature. These groups would include but not be limited to the Rotary Club,
the Kiwanis, the NAACP, the Minister’s Conference, the Minister’s Alliance, the Black
Leadership Roundtable of High Point, and others with an interest and a desire to be a part
of this history making initiative.

I welcome your thoughts and your feedback and hope that I can count on your support.
Bemita Sims,

Council Representative
Ward One
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