
 

NORTH CAROLINA REPUBLICAN PARTY 
1506 Hillsborough St. 

Raleigh, North Carolina 27605 
Tele. (919) 828-6423 ·  Fax (919) 899-3815 ·  www.NCGOP.org 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE :                                       FOR MORE INFORMATION                           
Tuesday, March 13, 2007                                              Linda Daves – 919-828-6423  

 
JOHN EDWARDS IS POVERTY CHALLENGED 

 
RALEIGH  - Today, North Carolinians welcome liberal Democrat presidential candidate John Edwards to Greensboro 
where he will share more of his disingenuous insights into providing greater economic opportunity in America.  
 
“John Edwards can pretend to have North Carolina values, but his reliable support for higher taxes, his flip-flopping on 
Iraq, and his liberal rhetoric are completely out of touch with the conservative values in our state,” said Linda Daves, 
Chairman of the North Carolina Republican Party. “It must not be easy for Edwards to espouse his phony ‘man of the 
people’ political rhetoric while enjoying the comforts of his multi-million dollar mansion.” 
 
Edwards’ $4.2 million mansion – the most expensive house in Orange County, North Carolina with five bedrooms, more 
than six bathrooms, a swimming pool, and basketball and racquetball courts – has many Americans questioning the 
candidate’s continued record of hypocrisy.  
 
“Edwards’ home cost $1 million more than the funds he raised for the University of North Carolina’s Poverty Center,” 
Chairman Davis continued.  “After repeatedly complaining that there are ‘two Americas,’ it is clear which America John 
Edwards and his 29,000-square-foot mansion resides.” 
 
“Many North Carolinians understand what poverty really is and they need help, not rhetoric from Democrat leaders who 
certainly talk about poverty as an election issue, but have done little in reality to help the poor in our state.” 
 
Other reports that have criticized Edwards’ hypocrisy on poverty:  
 

·  “Isn't he going around talking about reducing poverty and helping the poor? The whole thing has provoked a 
lot of jokes, mostly at Mr. Edwards' expense.” (Editorial, “That Big House,” The Charlotte Observer, 2/1/07) 
 

·  Edwards is “[P]laying to the nation's poor on the campaign trail - while living large in the most expensive home 
in all of Orange County, N.C.” (Ian Bishop, “Good Rudy Sign,” The New York Post, 2/8/07) 
 

·  “[T]he 29,000-square-foot orange county estate Mr. Edwards and his family recently built has some eyes 
rolling.”  (Editorial, “That Big House,” The Charlotte Observer, 2/1/07) 
 

·  The University Of North Carolina's school newspaper said the poverty center was almost forced to close at the 
end of Edwards' tenure. “Before the [$2 million] pledge the center's slim budget caused uncertainty that the 
operation could sustain itself beyond Edward's contract, she [Marion Crain, Deputy Director for the Center] said. 
‘Now it means that we can continue with a sense of confidence,’ she said.” (Robby Marshall, “Poverty Center Gift 
Keeps Effort Going,” The Daily Tar Heel, 8/25/06) 
 

·  Edwards' Commitment To His Poverty Center… He Showed Up Once A Week Or Two. “Assistant director 
Laura Hogshead says Edwards is typically there once a week, or once every two.” (Jim Morrill, “Edwards Blends 
Poverty, Politics,” The Charlotte Observer, 2/26/06) 
 

·  Monty Johnson, Edwards' New Neighbor: “He claims to be for the poor people ... [H]e don't care about us. I see 
him jogging. He doesn't pull over and say, 'How are you doing?’” (Rob Christensen, “Edwards’ Nest Is Grist For 
Critics” The [Raleigh, NC] News & Observer, 1/28/07)### 

 


