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Twice monthly, the governor or one of his cabinet secretaries publishes an informational column related to ongoing state programs and initiatives.  

Nonwoven textiles provide new opportunities for North Carolina workers

By Secretary Jim Fain
North Carolina Department of Commerce
While traditional textile and apparel manufacturing jobs have taken a hit due to unfair federal trade policies, North Carolina’s nonwoven textile industry continues to grow and thrive.

Nonwovens are engineered fabrics that are not knitted or woven, but have fibers that are bonded by other technology.  This advanced technology creates fabric from fibers without first making thread. This leads to an increase in productivity equivalent to replacing 700 looms. Nonwoven textiles are used to make such diverse products as baby wipes, carpet backings, suit linings and air-conditioning filters, and can be found in the aerospace, medical, military, industrial, automotive and safety sectors. 

North Carolina is the leading producer in the world. There currently are 35 nonwoven manufacturing firms in North Carolina, more than double that of any other state in the United States, with total annual sales of around $3 billion.  In the last year alone, North Carolina’s nonwoven sector created 410 jobs and almost $400 million in new investment. All of these investments have come from companies headquartered in other countries such as Japan, Israel and Switzerland. 

Today, eight of the 40 largest nonwoven firms in the world have plants in North Carolina. Since this sector is more dependent on advanced technology and expensive equipment than large pools of unskilled workers, this sector of the textile industry is less likely to repeat the patterns of the older, more traditional plants and move to less industrialized countries.  Furthermore, since the nonwoven sector is growing at a rate in excess of 5 percent a year, North Carolina is poised to continue to reap the benefits of this growing industry for some time to come.

It is no accident that North Carolina leads the world in nonwoven textile production. The state’s rich textile history coupled with its leadership in technology research and development make nonwovens a natural fit. Gov. Easley will continue to very aggressively recruit this growing industry.
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