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GOV. EASLEY REMINDS NORTH CAROLINIANS TO BE ALERT AS ERNESTO DEPARTS

Cresting Rivers Continue to Present a Threat of Flooding in Lo-lying Parts of Eastern N.C.
RALEIGH – Gov. Easley today urged North Carolinians to continue to be alert as Tropical Storm Ernesto leaves the state and rain-swollen rivers in the east start to crest.  The storm, with near hurricane force winds, came ashore near Long Beach in Brunswick County late Thursday, dumping 8 to 12 inches of rain as it has traveled through the eastern part of the state.
“North Carolina was prepared and it appears that the state has been spared any large-scale damage,” said Easley.  “Flooding is causing some roads to be closed and presents the greatest danger as people venture out after the storm.  People who live in low-lying areas and near rivers in eastern North Carolina need to continue to be vigilant even though the storm has passed.”  

Those traveling on roads in the eastern part of the state need to be particularly cautious.  A portion of U.S. 70 near Goldsboro, a major route for weekend travelers headed to North Carolina’s beaches, has been closed due to the flooding.  The section of U.S. 70, between N.C. 581 and U.S. 117 Bypass, was closed because of a pond dam breach, according to the state Department of Transportation.  The eastbound lanes will be closed and that traffic will be shifted to N.C. 581.   

While there are isolated roads closed in some low-lying areas of the eastern part of the state, all interstate highways are open.  Maintenance crews are working to clear debris that is blocking roads.

Easley has issued a State of Emergency declaration to lay the groundwork for any requests of federal assistance.  Localized states of emergency have also been declared in Beaufort, Bladen, Brunswick, Columbus, Craven, Jones, New Hanover, Onslow and Wake counties.
“Though not a major storm, Ernesto has left swollen rivers and creeks, downed power lines and toppled trees,” said Easley.  “Assessment teams will we be ready to evaluate the damage as local communities request them.”  
A mandatory evacuation order had been issued for a small portion of Beaufort County near Chocowinity and voluntary evacuations were issued Thursday for parts of Brunswick, Columbus, Craven and Lenoir counties.  Eighteen shelters were opened in 13 counties overnight and provided assistance to about 300 people.  These shelters are closing today as the storm threat subsides.
About 84,000 homes and businesses reported loss of power, most east of Interstate 95.  Crews have been dispatched this morning and are working to restore service.

The governor’s hotline received about 40 calls, most from people seeking information about shelters, weather and school closings.  Local news organizations announced school closings, as several counties closed schools as a precautionary measure.

Ferry services that had been closed on Thursday will be resuming normal service.  The Cedar Island-Ocracoke routes are set to resume service a noon from both terminals. The Ocracoke-Swan Quarter route expects to start service at 9:30 am from Swan Quarter.
While the storm has passed, residents should continue to be cautious and not drive through flooded roads, call 511 for road information or check www.ncdot.org/traffictravel for road condition updates.  Stay away from downed power lines and watch for debris in the roadway.  Also avoid streams or rivers where rising water and fast currents can be deadly.  

The bilingual hotline continues to be staffed around the clock for those with questions and concerns at 1-888-835-9966 or TTD 1-877-877-2765.
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