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GOV. EASLEY APPOINTS JUDGE FARMER TO CHAIR ETHICS BOARD

Requests Farmer to Recommend Changes to Strengthen State’s Ethics Law Prior to Short Session

RALEIGH – Gov. Mike Easley today appointed Judge Robert Farmer as chair of the N.C. Board of Ethics.  Easley is requesting that Farmer, in his role as chair, make recommendations to strengthen the state’s ethics law prior to the May legislative session.

“Our citizens have a right to demand and expect the highest ethical conduct from their leaders,”said Easley.  “That is why I requested Judge Farmer to review the numerous proposals regarding changes to the state’s ethics laws and make the recommendations that are needed to ensure the public trust.”

“As a former legislator, attorney and Superior Court Judge, Judge Farmer brings more than 40 years of experience to lead this board.  More importantly, he brings a lifetime of integrity to a very critical role.”

While serving as district attorney, Easley prosecuted cases before Judge Farmer.

Farmer served as a superior court judge for 26 years and is currently a certified mediator and arbitrator.  He is a former solicitor of the Wake County Domestic Relations Court and former attorney for the Wake County Board of Education.  

Farmer also served as a member of the N.C. House of Representatives from 1970 to1977 where he chaired the House Manufacturers and Labor Committee, the Judiciary III Committee and the Finance Committee.  In the House, he was a member of the Advisory Budget Commission, the N.C. Judicial Council and sponsored legislation creating ethics laws for the Legislature.   Farmer is a member of the N.C. and Wake County Bar Associations, N.C. Conference of Superior Court Judges and the N.C. Judicial Conference.  He is former president of the Raleigh Jaycees. Farmer is currently a member of the Raleigh Kiwanis Club.  Farmer received both his undergraduate degree and law degree from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  

The North Carolina Board of Ethics is the State’s primary conflict of interest watchdog for high-level employees and appointees in the executive branch of State government.  The Board's overall mission is to protect the public interest and maintain the public trust by helping public officials and the boards and commissions on which they sit, avoid conflicts of interest as they perform their public duties.  
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