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                  GOV. EASLEY REAPPOINTS BUCKNER, BURROUGHS-WHITE, BUTLER, D’AMBRA AND MCLAURIN TO CRIME COMMISSION

RALEIGH – Gov. Mike Easley has reappointed Joseph M. Buckner of Chapel Hill, Claudette Burroughs-White of Greensboro, Earl R. “Moose” Butler of Fayetteville, Francis Thomas D’Ambra Jr. of Manteo and Gene McLaurin of Rockingham to the Governor’s Crime Commission. 

Buckner is a chief district judge of Orange and Chatham counties.  He is secretary of the N.C. Conference of Chief District Judges and serves on the Orange/Chatham Justice Partnership for Juvenile and Adult Offenders, Orange County Teen Court Board of Directors and the Orange/Person/Chatham (OPC) Mental Health Foundation.  Buckner received his bachelor’s degree in speech communication from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (UNC-CH) and his law degree from the UNC-CH School of Law.

Burroughs-White was supervisor of the 18th Judicial District Juvenile Services Division for 26 years, retiring in 1994.  She was appointed to the Greensboro City Council and continues to be a council member.  Burroughs-White serves on the UNC-Greensboro (UNC-G) University Planning Council, National Conference of Community and Justice and Preservation Greensboro Inc.  She was co-founder of the Working to Reduce Adolescent Problems Network.  In 2001, Burroughs-White was awarded the Order of the Long Leaf Pine and she received the Outstanding Achievement in North Carolina award from the National Association of Blacks in Criminal Justice in 2003.  Burroughs-White received her bachelor’s degree in sociology from UNC-G.
Butler is sheriff of Cumberland County.  In 2001, he was elected president of N.C. Sheriffs’ Association and currently serves on its executive committee.  He is a member of the National Sheriffs’ Association and Southern States Correction Association.  Butler is active at Massey Hill Baptist Church where he has served as trustee, deacon and Sunday school director.  He received his bachelor’s degree in history from UNC-CH.
D’Ambra is chief of police at the Manteo Police Department.  He is a member of the National Coalition for Juvenile Justice State Advisory Group, the N.C. Police Executives’ Association and is chairman of Dare County Juvenile Crime Prevention Council.  In 1995, he received the Outstanding Leadership Award from Mothers Against Drunk Driving.  D’Ambra received his associate’s degree in police science technology from Wake Technical College and his bachelor’s degree in criminal justice from Mount Olive College.
McLaurin has served as mayor of Rockingham since 1997.  He is a member of First National Bank and Trust Board of Directors and was president of Richmond County Chamber of Commerce in 1992.  McLaurin was chairman of Richmond County United Way in 1994 and on the board of trustees of Richmond Community College until 2000.  He received the Order of the Long Leaf Pine in 2000 and was awarded the Rockingham Civitan Club “Citizen of the Year” Award in 2002. McLaurin received his bachelor’s degree in psychology from UNC-Charlotte. 
The commission advises the governor on matters pertaining to the criminal justice system.  The commission offers recommendations for improving the justice system, protecting individual rights and promoting public safety.  There are 42 members on the commission, each serving a three-year term.  The governor appoints 25 members.
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