Michael F. Easley

Governor



[image: image1.png]



State of North Carolina

Office of the Governor


[image: image1.png]
For Release:   IMMEDIATE                                                   Contact:    Sarah Williamson
Date:               January 5, 2007                                                  Phone:      919/733-5612           


GOV. EASLEY REAPPOINTS TWO AND APPOINTS FOUR TO TASK FORCE FOR HEALTHY CAROLINAS
RALEIGH – Gov. Mike Easley has reappointed Barbara Pullen-Smith of Wake and Jeff Spade of Raleigh and appointed Merle C. Green of McLeansville, April Pardue of Hamptonville, Shellie Pfohl of Durham and Brenda Walters of Jefferson to the Governor’s Task Force for Healthy Carolinas.
Pullen-Smith is director of the Office of Minority Health and Health Disparities for the N.C. Department of Health and Human Services.  She is a member of the Advisory Committee for the National Office of Minority Health’s Assessment Project, the Governor’s Hispanic/Latino Advisory Council and a member of the Latino Health Task Force for the Institute of Medicine.  Pullen-Smith received her Bachelor’s degree in health education from UNC at Chapel Hill and her Master’s degree in health administration from Emory University, Atlanta, Georgia. 
Spade is vice president of the North Carolina Hospital Association.  He is a diplomat for the American College of Healthcare Executives, a task force member for the N.C. Institute of Medicine and a member of the National Rural Health Association.  Spade received his Bachelor’s degree in molecular biology from the University of Wisconsin in Madison and his Master’s degree in healthcare administration from Duke University.  
Green is health director at the Guilford County Health Department.  She is regional chair of the N.C. Association of Local Health Directors, a member of the Guilford Adult Health Board of Directors, the Smart Start Board of Directors and Sisters of Mercy Diocese Board of Directors.  Green received her Bachelor’s degree in public health from N.C. Central University, her Master’s degree in health behavior from UNC at Chapel Hill and Master’s degree in business administration from Elon University. 
Pardue is Healthy Yadkin/Health Promotion Coordinator for the Yancey County Health Department.  She is vice president of the Yadkinville Downtown Business Association, a member of the Yadkin County Chamber of Commerce and a registered health educator with the N.C. Board of Registry for Health Education, Inc.  Pardue was named to the 2006 N.C. Public Health Association All Star Team.  She received her Bachelor’s degree in health promotion from Appalachian State University. 
Pfohl is vice president and chief operating officer for Be Active North Carolina.  She is a board member with North Carolina Rails, Trails, a member of Leadership North Carolina and Fit Families N.C. Study Committee on Childhood Overweight/Obesity.  Pfohl received the Glenn V. Swengross Leadership Award from the National Association for Health and Fitness in 2005, named Tar Heel of the Week by The News and Observer in 2005 and inducted into the YWCA of the Greater Triangle Academy of Women in 2003.  She received her Bachelor’s degree in community health education from the University of Northern Iowa in Cedar Falls and her Master’s degree in education, exercise physiology and fitness leadership from Northern Illinois University in DeKalb. 
Walters is director of Child Nutrition and Health for Ashe County Schools.  She is chair of the Nutrition Physical Activity, Tobacco Committee for Healthy Carolinas, is a certified School Foodservice Nutrition Specialist by the American School Nutrition Association and member of the Association of Health Education, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance.  Walters received the Glaxo Smith Kline Individual Child Health Recognition Award in 2006 and the USDA Best Practice Award for Increasing Fruit and Vegetable Consumption in 2006.  She received her Bachelor’s degree and Master’s degree in health education from Appalachian State University.
The task force advises the state health director and the secretary of Department of Health and Human Services on policies, programs and resources needed to improve public health in North Carolina.  It designates and provides support to the local Healthy Carolinians Task Forces and establishes a steering committee to provide oversight for grants.  There are 37 members on the task force, each serving a four-year term. The governor appoints 33 members.  The Senate President Pro Tempore and the Speaker of the House each appoint two members.  
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