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‘Gambling fever’ hits North Carolina Senate

Raleigh – Democrats forced a lottery bill through the North Carolina Senate Wednesday afternoon. A bipartisan coalition of senators opposed to state-sponsored gambling in North Carolina was unable to defeat the issue.

Two members were unavailable to attend Tuesday’s session, which was called on Friday. One was out of town on his honeymoon and could not be reached; the other was at home on doctor’s orders recovering from a medical condition that put him in the hospital last week.  The two absences resulted in a tie vote: 24 Democrats voted for the lottery, while 19 Republicans and five Democrats voted against it.  

Lt. Governor Beverly Perdue, a Democrat who serves as President of the Senate, cast the tie-breaking vote in favor of the lottery.

Throughout floor debate, lottery supporters cited oft-repeated claims that a lottery would improve education in North Carolina. Opponents expressed doubt about optimistic forecasts of increased revenues for schools and were skeptical whether any additional monies would actually go into programs designed to improve North Carolina’s public schools.

“For years, North Carolina Democrats have pushed for a state lottery despite the poor track record of lotteries in other states,” said Senator Phil Berger (R-Rockingham).  “States with lotteries do not increase real dollars allotted for education; lottery proceeds replace general fund revenue already being spent.  This frees up money for new or expanded non-education programs.”

A study released by the North Carolina Center for Public Policy Research cites findings that show states with lotteries have substituted normal education appropriation levels with lottery funds, despite the fact lotteries have been promoted as enhancing education spending.  The Center also cites a separate study that indicates states without lotteries devote a higher percentage of their general funds to education than do states with lotteries.

“The Governor now has his lottery.  Democrats can no longer use the “we don’t have a lottery” excuse for why their education policies fail,” said Berger.  “North Carolina is currently 42nd in the nation in high school graduation and 42nd in SAT Scores. If this is truly an “education lottery,” we should see measurable improvement soon.  Based on the hype we’ve been hearing, the only thing keeping our students from academic success was the failure to jump on the gambling bandwagon.”

Senator Phil Berger represents Guilford and Rockingham Counties in the North Carolina Senate.

For more Senate Republican News, check out www.ncsenategop.org. 

