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Lt. Governor Perdue Launches the NC Military Foundation
Raleigh:  Today, Lt. Governor Bev Perdue announced the formation of the North Carolina  Military Foundation.  The Foundation will identify and pinpoint new and existing avenues to bolster a military economy in North Carolina.  The Foundation board is comprised of highly-decorated military leaders and the state’s top corporate citizens.  

“We intend to nurture and grow a defense industry economic presence in North Carolina.  The military base economy is critical to North Carolina with a tremendous economic impact,” said Lt. Governor Bev Perdue.  “This military presence is significant and strong. I’m working with the North Carolina Military Foundation and others to make it an even bigger part our state’s economic future.”

According to the most recent comprehensive study, the military has an $18 billion impact on our state’s economy. North Carolina has more active military personnel than all but two other states.  However, based on the size of the state’s economy, North Carolina ranks 38th in Department of Defense prime contract awards.  
“This is the most military-friendly state in America and we can do better than that,” added Perdue.  “The North Carolina Military Foundation will help North Carolina become a national player in the defense industry business.” 
The North Carolina Military Foundation is chaired by General Buck Kernan, who is a successful businessman after retiring from the US Army.

“I was fortunate to serve in North Carolina numerous times through my career in the US Army, and now I call it home.  I’m proud to have this opportunity to work with the Lt. Governor and others in state government, our business community, and our retired military leaders to help North Carolina realize the full potential of its partnership with the military,” said Gen. Kernan.  “That means growing our defense-related economy to match the huge presence of the armed forces in our state.” 

Other retired military leaders serving on the board include former chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff General Hugh Shelton, USA, (Ret.), General Jim Lindsay, USA (Ret.), Admiral Leighton Smith, USN, (Ret.), Lt. General Martin Berndt, USMC, (Ret.), Lt. General Buster Glosson, USAF, (Ret.) and Lt. General Robert Springer, USAF, (Ret.).  

Five of North Carolina’s strongest businesses are founding partners in the North Carolina  Military Foundation and will have top leaders serving on the board.  They include:

Ellen Ruff, President, Duke Energy Carolinas

John Suttle, Sr. Director of Communications, General Dynamics Armament and Technical Products
General Earnest Robbins, USAF, (Ret.) Senior Vice President, Parsons Corporation

Fred Day, President and CEO, Progress Energy Carolinas

David Parker, Executive Vice President and Regional President for Eastern North Carolina, Wachovia Bank
Will Austin, a native of North Carolina, will serve as the Foundation’s first executive director.  

“These are the right people at the right time to help build this military economic engine in North Carolina” said Lt. Governor Perdue.  
Quotes from corporate founding partners:

Ellen Ruff, President of Duke Energy Carolinas
“The North Carolina Military Foundation’s work will be a great extension of Duke Energy’s commitment to economic development throughout North Carolina.  We look forward to working with the Foundation to help expand the tremendous positive impact the military has on our economy statewide.”
John Suttle, Senior Director of Communications at General Dynamics
“We are proud to support the North Carolina Military Foundation.  This unique organization is key to cultivating defense-related industry that can have a dramatic impact on North Carolina’s economy.  This state is very well-suited for defense-related companies.  When we were looking for a new location for our headquarters, the positive business climate, wide variety of lifestyle choices and the exceptional talent pool here made North Carolina the clear choice.”

Earnest Robbins, Senior Vice President at Parsons Corporation

“Parsons has a long tradition of supporting the US military.  We have a strong ‘retired military presence’ within the company, which allows us to be attuned to the needs of the services and industries which support them.  We have a significant presence in the state of North Carolina, which we feel can bring our perspectives to the goals of the Foundation and I’m pleased to be asked to serve as Parsons’ representative on the Foundation’s board.”
Fred Day, President and CEO of Progress Energy Carolinas

“Progress Energy is very pleased and excited to be part of this initiative.  The military bases have proven for decades that they are a vital economic driver for Eastern North Carolina, and we support any effort to expand the military’s involvement in our state.”
David Parker,  Executive Vice President and Regional President for Eastern North Carolina, Wachovia Bank
“The North Carolina Military Foundation will help fuel the growth of NC-based businesses, create jobs and produce additional revenue for the state.  Wachovia has a long and proud history in North Carolina, and we are happy to support initiatives that strengthen the economic base of this region and the state.”
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