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GOV. EASLEY URGES CITIZENS TO PREPARE AS OPHELIA APPROACHES
Warns of Flooding, Power Outages and Damage Due to Extended Hurricane Force Winds

RALEIGH - Gov. Mike Easley is urging citizens to prepare for possible flooding, power outages and damage due to extended hurricane force winds from Ophelia as it approaches the North Carolina coast.  High winds have already begun and the current forecast calls for tropical storm force winds to begin late tonight into Tuesday in the southern coastal areas.  As the storm moves north and makes landfall Wednesday morning, it will bring hurricane force winds.

“Given the current forecasts, Ophelia is a slow moving storm that could bring tropical and hurricane force winds to our coast for three days,” said Easley.  “Winds of this magnitude are likely to bring extended power outages and extensive damage.   I urge everyone to take the necessary precautions to keep their families safe.  Stay tuned to local weather forecasts and heed the advice of local emergency officials.
“Storm surge associated with the storm is anticipated to be between three and six feet in the Neuse and Pamlico river basins and in the Outer Banks,” said Easley.  “People who live in low-lying areas should make plans to stay with friends, relatives or in the shelters being opened in nearby areas.”
Rainfall associated with Ophelia is forecasted to bring four to seven inches of rain with more in the northern coastal regions.  The storm surge from Ophelia is anticipated to be between three and six feet along the Neuse basins along with other low-lying areas in the Outer Banks. The storm could also spawn tornados.

The N.C. National Guard began duty over the weekend in eastern North Carolina counties.  There are four strike teams mobilized in the eastern counties. Swift Water Rescue Teams are accompanying the National Guard strike teams.  In addition, seven helicopters are on standby ready for rescue missions.  Urban Search and Rescue teams are also on standby and ready to be deployed.

Two warehouses are open in Rocky Mount and Badin to store emergency supplies such as food, water, ice and generators.  Currently, there is enough in the warehouse to supply 10,000 people meals and water for two days.  However, citizens are also encouraged to have enough non-perishable food, ice and water to last for at least 48 hours.
-more-
Brunswick County has ordered a voluntary evacuation and schools are now closed.  Three shelters will be open today at 10 a.m.  There is a mandatory evacuation of Ocracoke Island and Martin County is opening shelters for the Ocracoke residents.

All roads remain open at this time and the State Highway Patrol has 460 troopers on alert status, including 16 who are working on Ocracoke to help with evacuations. The Department of Transportation has barricades, pipes and portable message signs ready in case they are needed. 

On Saturday, Sept. 10, Easley declared a State of Emergency and directed all state and local resources be prepared and ready to respond to the storm.  The State Emergency Response Team is working around the clock and will continue full activation as long as necessary.

The state emergency bilingual hotline will be staffed from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through Friday. The hotline will provide updated weather information, highway closings, shelter information, feeding sites and will also serve as a referral line for people in need of help following the event. English and Spanish speaking people should call toll-free 1-888-835-9966; deaf and hard of hearing people should call 1-877-877-1765.
Additional information on flood safety is available at www.nccrimecontrol.org/severeweather. Specific road condition information is available at www.ncsmartlink.org or by calling 511. 
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