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REPORTERS WANTING MORE INFORMATION ON STATUS OF DISASTER RELOCATION TO NC SHOULD CONTACT NC DIVISION OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AT: (919) 733-2449.

GOV. EASLEY OFFERS TO ACCEPT KATRINA victimS IN N.C. 
As many as 1000 evacuees may be housed in shelters in Charlotte, Raleigh and Greensboro
RALEIGH — Gov. Mike Easley today announced that victims displaced from their Gulf Coast homes by Hurricane Katrina will be provided shelter in North Carolina.  Easley made an initial offer to accept 1000 citizens in Charlotte, Raleigh and Greensboro.  More refugees may be accepted as the need develops.

“We are going to do at least as much for American citizens as we do for the people of other nations,” Easley said.  “In North Carolina, we know what it is like to be devastated by hurricanes and we are more than willing to do our part help victims from other states.  If all states accept a reasonable number of evacuees no one state will be overburdened.”

Disaster victims may arrive as early as today at airports in Charlotte, Raleigh and Greensboro.  Transportation to local shelters will be coordinated by the N.C. Department of Crime Control and Public Safety and local emergency management officials.  Shelters will provide food, beds and hygiene facilities for as long as necessary.  Easley will be seeking federal assistance to help cover the costs of providing shelter.
North Carolina Emergency Management personnel are on the ground in Louisiana and Mississippi assisting with disaster response as well as the evacuee of victims.  They will continue to work with officials in the affected states as needed.
Citizens in North Carolina who want to donate money to help with relief efforts in other states can call the N.C. Disaster Hotline toll free at 1-888-835-9966 between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m. Monday through Friday.  The money that is collected will be sent to the other states to use for their immediate needs. The N.C. Helping Neighbors Fund is managed by the Governor’s Office in partnership with United Way of North Carolina.  There is no administrative cost associated with the fund, and 100 percent of the donated funds will go to the victims.  Make checks payable to the N.C. Helping Neighbors Fund and mail to:

N.C. Helping Neighbors Fund

Office of the Governor

20312 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, N.C.  27699-0312
Governor's Press Office
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