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GOV. EASLEY ACTIVATES EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAM FOR WINTER WEATHER
 Orders DOT, Emergency Management and Other Agencies on Alert for Winter Storm
RALEIGH – Gov. Mike Easley activated the State Emergency Response Team today to respond to dangerous conditions that are predicted from a mix of snow and freezing rain forecast to hit North Carolina Thursday.  He also urged citizens across the state to prepare for the storm and exercise caution.  
“The weather may look okay for some when they head out tomorrow morning, but the system is forecast to move over the state during the day and could cause dangerous driving conditions and power outages by lunch,” said Easley.  “We do not want a repeat of what happened two years ago when people were surprised by the weather at midday and were stranded for hours on highways.”

Weather forecasters predict snow to begin in the mountains early tomorrow morning, moving across the state and turn to freezing rain. Accumulations of ice, especially in the Triad and Triangle areas, could be as much as one-quarter inch, enough to cause tree limbs and power lines to fall.  Utilities across the state have crews in place to make repairs if power outages occur.   

The N.C. Division of Emergency Management has coordinated with local emergency agencies, especially in the western and central parts of the state, to open shelters in the event that becomes necessary.

The N.C. Department of Transportation has made the following preparations:

· Nearly 5,000 employees and 2,700 pieces of equipment including heavy trucks with plows, motorgraders and front-end loaders, are treating bridges and highways.

· Crews are treating bridges, overpasses and major highways with salt to help prevent icing.

· The department has 300,000 gallons of salt brine on hand and 150,000 tons of salt.
The N.C. State Highway Patrol has additional troopers to handle calls for service and crashes. Motorists should be aware that black ice on the roadways is possible when moisture covers the roadway and temperatures are near or below freezing.

People are urged to contact emergency officials only for emergency situations.  Please do not call 911 or the Highway Patrol for road conditions.  The lines must remain clear for emergency calls. To check road conditions, please visit www.ncdot.org.
Gov. Easley offered the following safety tips in the event of a power outage:

· Do not use charcoal grills or generators indoors.

· Turn off electrical appliances that were on when the power went off to avoid a power surge when the electricity is restored.

· Use flashlights. Do not use candles; they greatly increase the chance of having a fire in your home. 

· Limit your activities to no more than two rooms and close off unneeded rooms. 

· Stuff towels or rags in cracks under doors and cover windows at night. 

· Remember to eat and drink regularly. Food provides the body with energy to produce its own heat. 

· Keep the body replenished with fluids to prevent dehydration. 

· Wear layers of loose fitting, lightweight, warm clothing. Layering clothes keeps you warmer than a single layer of heavy clothing. Remove layers to avoid overheating, perspiration, and subsequent chill. 
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