· JANUARY 10, 2005 
· ATTENTION: CAPITOL PRESS CORPS 
· CONTACT: JOE SINSHEIMER 919-833-4534, sinsheimer@bellsouth.net 
· JimBlackMustGo Founder Blasts Black’s Acceptance of Contributions from National Strip Club Leaders and Demands Explanation of Black’s Latest Ties to Strip Club Industry 
· Jim Black owes North Carolinians an explanation—not an excuse—for why strip club owners are so eager to stuff dollars in his campaign and for indications he may have tried to hide the $$$ 
Raleigh – Joe Sinsheimer, creator of the Jimblackmustgo.com website, blasted Jim Black’s November 2, 2004 acceptance of a $3000 contribution from Texas-based strip club owner David Fairchild who is listed in Black’s campaign finance report as a “restauranteur.” According to records at the Texas Secretary of State, Fairchild is the owner of The Men’s Club which operates strip clubs in Charlotte, North Carolina as well as the Texas cities of Dallas and Houston. For more detail, please see www.themen’sclub.com. 

Fairchild also is a prominent participant in the Association of Club Executives (ACE), which according to ACE’s newsletter is “the gentlemen’s club industry trade association.” ACE newsletters list Fairchild as a member of the National Board of Directors in 2001 and as an officer (“Secretary”) of the organization from August 2002 through March 2005. The group’s website notes: “Our Mission is to provide and share information concerning the political and legal status of the adult nightclub industry and to further provide a platform for the strategic planning of initiatives to combat negative challenges.” The national trade group, for examples, opposes attempts by local communities to restrict their business through zoning or other regulatory schemes. Charlotte strip-club owner David Baucom (see below) has served on ACE’s board of directors from 2001-05. For more detail please see www.acenational.org. 

(The group’s North Carolina and South Carolina chapter representatives are listed on the website as:

North & South Carolina President, Mr. David Slim Baucom 704-578-6003 or dslimb08@aol.com Mr. Jerry Reid 910-944-2595 or jerryreid@earthlink.net) 

Black also has recent campaign fundraising ties to Tarheel Association President David Baucom who owns 14-17 strip clubs, mostly in the greater Charlotte area. On November 15, 2004, 12 days after the end of the 2004 election cycle, Baucom gave $1000 to NC BikePAC, a small political action committee based in Shallotte, North Carolina. On January 11, 2005, NC BikePAC donated $1000 to the Committee to Elect Jim Black. The donation from BikePac to Speaker Black was the only political contribution NC BikePAC made in the first six months of 2005 according to records kept at the State Board of Elections. 

A similar pattern follows Baucom’s $4000 contribution to another small political action committee (Tourism PAC) on October 12, 2004. Just three weeks later, Tourism PAC sent a $2000 contribution to the Committee to Elect Jim Black on November 2, 2004. [This is the exact same day—November 2, 2004--that Black received the $3000 contribution from David Fairchild detailed above and that Black received $6000 in contributions from convicted drug dealer and strip club owner Jerry Golding detailed below]. 

This may help explain why federal investigators issued subpoenas in October 2005 to the Tarheel Association, an-state association of strip club owners headed by Baucom. 

Baucom made news in February 2005 when Governor Easley decided to return the $8,000 in campaign donations that Baucom made during the 2004 cycle. Baucom also made a $10,000 contribution to Governor Easley’s inaugural in January 2005. Campaign finance records also show that Baucom gave Black two political contributions of $2000 each in 2000 and 2001 (Raleigh News and Observer 10/29/05).

Baucom’s clubs have not operated free of controversy. In February 2003, York County (SC) officials crashed a “Girls Gone Wild” party at the Baucom-owned Ibiza dance club and made four drug-related arrests and doled out 10 zoning citations. The bust came two days after a shooting at the late-night hang-out that left eight patrons with gunshot wounds and a 25-year-old South Carolina man in jail on a slew of felony charges. In December 2001, York County police arrested 17 people at Ibiza on 32 charges, including trafficking cocaine (Rock Hill Herald 2/22/03 and Charlotte Observer 3/24/02). 

Black’s ties to Fairchild, Baucom and the Tarheel Association, of course, come in the wake of the December 9, 2005 disclosure by the Charlotte Observer that Jerry Golding, who owns Dockside Dolls in Alamance County, gave $3,000 to Black's campaign on Nov. 2, 2004. Golding's wife, Jeri, gave another $3,000 the same day, according to campaign records. Golding lives in Goochland County, Va., near Richmond, where he was found guilty of conspiracy to distribute cocaine in 1993, according to the Charlotte Observer. 

These contributions were made the same day as the contribution by Fairchild and only 13 days apart from the contribution by Baucom to NC BikePAC. 

“We already know that the video poker industry has showered Speaker Black with tens of thousands of campaign dollars in return for Black’s role as the industry’s sugar daddy,” Sinsheimer said. “Now it appears that the strip club industry also was trying to cozy up to Speaker Black with campaign cash.” 

After the Golding contributions were revealed, Jim Black’s spokeswoman pleaded ignorance. "The speaker does not remember ever meeting or talking to Mr. Golding," Black's spokeswoman Julie Robinson told the Charlotte Observer, "and absolutely did not know about his conviction 12 years ago, but given this new information, he plans to return his contribution (Charlotte Observer 12/9/05).”

“Jim Black needs to do more than throw up his hands and say he doesn’t know how these contributions landed in his campaign account,” Sinsheimer said. “The Speaker’s pleas of ignorance to date make so sense. Jim Black wants us to believe that national strip club owners—one of whom was a convicted felon--simply sent Speaker Black thousands of dollars on election day because they believed in good government and or Jim Black’s leadership. Jim Black needs to explain why Democratic legislative campaigns are being funded with contributions from convicted drug peddlers, video poker operators, and strip club owners.” 

Jim Black needs to do more than return the donations. He should resign his post as Speaker immediately. Jim Black must go. 

The Jimblackmustgo.com site will stay up—and new content will be added weekly-- until Jim Black resigns, Sinsheimer said. Other forms of political pressure are also being considered including a grassroots phone and mail campaign and forming a political action committee to advocate for Black’s resignation. 

Sinsheimer is a 1983 Duke graduate whose former consulting company worked on more than 120 statewide and congressional campaigns nationally in the last decade, including three sitting Democratic governors and four sitting Democratic members of the U.S. Senate. Sinsheimer’s firm also has been active in North Carolina politics, having worked for the North Carolina Democratic Party in the 1992, 1994, 1996, 2002 and 2004 election cycles. Sinsheimer was the Southeast Political Director for the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee in 1987-88. Sinsheimer retired from the political consulting business in December 2004 and now runs a small venture capital fund focused on North Carolina technology companies. 
