"Yet again, Joe Sinsheimer is mudslinging and making up negative and absolutely untrue stories about Speaker Black in order to get his name in the newspaper," said Julie Robinson, spokesperson for House Speaker Jim Black. "Speaker Black raised more than $4.1 million dollars between January 2000 and June 2005, with over 4,000 contributions. All of these contributions are clearly documented on his campaign reports, and all are, and have been, available for all to see. "When you get through all of the mudslinging, Sinsheimer in reality 'accuses' Speaker Black of receiving contributions from individuals who operate legal businesses, who pay taxes, employ North Carolinians, and run paid advertisements that are accepted by all major media outlets across North Carolina, including the Raleigh News & Observer and the Charlotte Observer. "As Speaker Black has stated before, he has never visited one of these businesses. Has Joe Sinsheimer? "Speaker Black is unwilling to let Joe Sinsheimer tell him which North Carolinians can contribute to his campaign or participate in our political process. "Furthermore, he has never agreed to do anything based on a contribution, and even Joe Sinsheimer cannot make this claim here. So, what is the news? "The question that reporters should be asking is: Since the Speaker was the largest contributor to the House Democratic Caucus, is Joe Sinsheimer so incensed and outraged that he is willing to give back the $66,200 that was paid to his research firm by the Caucus during the past four years?"

Further Background Information:

Mr. Fairchild's check was dated 10/21/04, but reported by the campaign as being received on 11/02/04. Golding's check was dated 10/08/04, but reported by the campaign as being received on 11/02/04.
