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                       DEMOCRATS PASS EDUCATION LOTTERY

   Republicans “Walk” on Vote; Fail to Stand Up for Schools and Lack Agenda

Raleigh – North Carolina will establish a lottery that generates more than $400 million annually for education needs – thanks to overwhelming Democratic support and the fact that two Senate Republicans chose not to vote Tuesday.

Last week, Democrats’ efforts to pass a lottery came up short because all 21 Senate Republicans planned to vote against it. Tuesday, two Republicans did not show up for the lottery vote – but did not request a “pair,” which still would have allowed their votes to be counted and would have again blocked a lottery.

Senate Republicans then accused Senate Democrats, particularly Senate leader Marc Basnight, of breaking the rules and “sneaking” through a vote – when in fact the two absent Republicans had ample opportunity to ask that their votes still count, but chose not to do so. 

“Whether it was by voting against a lottery or by choosing not to vote, the bottom line is that the Republicans refused to stand up for our schools and our children by supporting an education lottery,” said NC Democratic Party Chairman Jerry Meek. “And now they’re trying to hide their anti-education views by blaming Senator Basnight for ‘sneaking’ through a lottery vote. That’s deceptive and wrong – the Republicans have nobody but themselves to blame.  Anyone who follows the General Assembly closely knows that the concept of 'pairing' is standard. 

Meek added: "Senator Basnight has not only led the Senate with integrity and honor, but he is one of the strongest supporters of education I know. The people of our state support the lottery, and questioning the integrity of a good and honorable leader like Sen. Basnight is only a Republican ploy to divert attention from their lack of support for public education and their lack of an agenda to move our state forward. The Republicans have tried to defeat the education lottery any way they could. Today, they lost -- and the children of our state won.”
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