Michael F. Easley

Governor



[image: image1.png]



State of North Carolina

Office of the Governor


For Release:   IMMEDIATE                                           Contact:  Jill Warren Lucas        

Date:              Sept. 2, 2005                                               Phone:    919/733-5612           

GOV. EASLEY Asks us doe to Redirect Surplus NorthEASTern Fuel to N.C. 
Following Briefing from US DOE, Urges Citizens to Continue Fuel Conservation 
RALEIGH — Gov. Mike Easley today requested that the U.S. Department of Energy (US DOE) redirect barges and tankers with excess supply in the Northeast to North Carolina.  The Department has agreed to review that option.  

“If the Department of Energy will redirect barges and tankers in the Northeast to North Carolina, this will help alleviate the supply problems in our state,” said Easley.  

Following a multi-state briefing by US DOE, Easley called on North Carolina citizens to continue fuel conservation while the two major pipelines that provide 90 percent of the gasoline to the state continue to operate at partial flow capacity.  According to the US DOE, the larger pipeline serving the Southeast is at approximately 66 percent capacity today and is expected to be at 80 percent capacity by early next week.  The smaller pipeline is operating at approximately 95 percent capacity today.  
In addition to the pipelines, US DOE reports that the Gulf Coast refinery production will be reduced by at least 15 percent for several weeks.  US DOE is also in the process of securing 30 million barrels of gasoline over the next 30 days.  In addition, the federal government has taken action to allow foreign ships to deliver product to the United States.  However, there will continued to be a reduced supply of gasoline available for several weeks.
“The Department of Energy is asking that we continue to be prudent and conserve our fuel as gasoline supplies are replenished from various sources,” said Easley. “Citizens should remain calm and use practical, smart decisionmaking in making fuel consumption choices. Our office will continue to keep citizens advised as new information is available from the Department.”
Easley will be issuing an executive order today to temporarily waive size and weight restrictions for vehicles traveling in North Carolina transporting fuel to assist in delivering gasoline to areas across the state.  On Thursday, Easley issued an executive order to temporarily waive size and weight restrictions for vehicles traveling on interstates through North Carolina transporting relief to Hurricane Katrina victims.

Earlier this week, Easley applied for and received a waiver, along with 45 other states, from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency for requirements on gasoline and diesel volatility through Sept. 15, thus allowing standard fuel to be used. The low volatility fuel, commonly called “summer fuel,” is used to help reduce motor vehicle emissions during the warmer months when ozone pollution forms more readily. The EPA was requiring its usage in effected areas across the country through Sept. 15.  In North Carolina, the counties that had been required to use the summer fuel included Davidson, Durham, Forsyth, Gaston, Guilford, Mecklenburg, Wake, the Dutchville Township of Granville and portions of Davie.

 NOTE: A LIST OF FUEL CONSERVATION TIPS FROM THE NC DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES IS AVAILABLE ON-LINE AT: http://www.enr.state.nc.us/html/news_releases.html
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