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GOV. EASLEY WELCOMES KATRINA VICTIMS TO NC
PROMISES SHELTER, FOOD, EDUCATION AND COMPASSION
RALEIGH –  Gov. Mike Easley today welcomed the first arrival of Hurricane Katrina victims to the state.  Easley visited evacuees at a shelter located in Raleigh.  Currently, 1,160 evacuees have arrived at North Carolina shelters in Charlotte and Raleigh.  About 600 additional evacuees are expected to arrive this week.  Air evacuation victims began arriving in North Carolina early Monday.
“North Carolinians have lived through the devastation that natural disasters can bring,” said Easley.  “But we have always had the support of our neighbors from around the country.  Now it is our turn to help them.

“Our first priority is making sure that these people have a safe place to sleep, clothes on their backs and a healthy meal.  Our hospitals and medical facilities are ready to take care of them as needed and our schools, community colleges and universities will provide them an education while they are here.
 “I say to these visitors to North Carolina, you will find the basics of food, water and shelter, but you will also find compassion and caring.  We are here to help you through this terrible time.”

North Carolina’s K-12 public schools, universities and community colleges have opened their doors to children from Hurricane Katrina-affected areas. The State Board of Education and Department of Public Instruction have advised the state’s 115 school systems to register and enroll children in school. Information can be found at www.ncpublicschools.org or by calling 919/807-3300.  In addition, Communities in Schools of NC is prepared to work with school systems enrolling students to provide school supplies, mentors and other needs to help students make the transition into schools in North Carolina. 

 
The campuses of the University of North Carolina system and the N.C. Community College system are working to accommodate students from the impacted areas.  A direct link to each UNC campus can be found at http://www.northcarolina.edu/content.php/campus/campusmap.htm and to community college campuses at http://www.ncccs.cc.nc.us/colleges_map.htm.

Furthermore, Easley has established a fund for North Carolinians to help with relief efforts.  Citizens in North Carolina who want to donate money to help with relief efforts in other states can call the N.C. Disaster Hotline toll free at 1-888-835-9966 between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m. Monday through Friday.  The money that is collected will be sent to the other states to use for their immediate needs. The N.C. Helping Neighbors Fund is managed by the Governor’s Office in partnership with United Way of North Carolina.  There is no administrative cost associated with the fund, and 100 percent of the donated funds will go to the victims.  Make checks payable to the N.C. Helping Neighbors Fund and mail to:

N.C. Helping Neighbors Fund

Office of the Governor

20312 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, N.C.  27699-0312
Since Hurricane Katrina made landfall, North Carolina has been helping with recovery efforts in the Gulf Coast.  A total of 390 personnel from various state and local agencies have been on the ground.  In addition, 332 North Carolina National Guard troops have been deployed since Friday to Louisiana, Mississippi, Texas and Florida.
The Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) has partnered with the Department of Crime Control and Public Safety to provide on-site medical care for victims of Katrina in Bay St. Louis, Mississippi.  DHHS also is coordinating care for evacuees who have been moved to North Carolina.  The department is ensuring evacuees remain healthy and taking care of emergency needs such as issuing emergency food stamps.  DHHS has agreed to provide up to 90 days of emergency medical services to Medicaid-eligible Hurricane Katrina evacuees.
The Division of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has environmental health teams on standby to assist with recovery efforts.  These teams have expertise in restaurant safety, water/well sampling and septic systems.

DENR’s Division of Forest Resources has sent 89 people to the Gulf Coast.  Of that, a 43-person team is helping operate a base camp to house and feed emergency responders in Mobile, Ala. while a 19-person crew is helping operate a similar base camp in Hamond, La.  Another 27 members of the division have been assigned to southeastern states to dispatch crews while others are receiving and distributing food, water and other essentials.
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