GOV. EASLEY SIGNS BILL TO INCREASE PUNISHMENT OF SEX OFFENDERS
 AND CHILD PREDATORS
New Law Will Help Protect State’s Children
RALEIGH –  Gov. Mike Easley today signed into law House Bill 1896, “An act to amend the sex offender and public protection registration programs.”  The bill was sponsored by Reps. Bruce Goforth (D-Buncombe), Jean Farmer-Butterfield (D-Wilson), Rick Glazier (D-Cumberland) and Karen Ray (R-Iredell).   In the Senate, the bill was carried by Sens. John Snow (D-Cherokee), Pete Bland (D-Craven), Tony Rand (D-Cumberland) and Dan Clodfelter (D-Mecklenburg).  
“For more than 25 years, as a prosecutor, attorney general and now as governor, I have worked to ensure the safety and security of the state’s most vulnerable citizens, especially our children,” said Easley.  “This legislation ensures that North Carolina has among the toughest laws in the country and gives us new tools to protect our communities from sex offenders and child predators. 

The new law allows state and local law enforcement to better track child predators and expands sex offender registration and verification.  It requires that the worst offenders, those considered sexually violent predators, repeat offenders and those convicted of sexual offenses with aggravated circumstances, be fitted with lifetime satellite or GPS tracking devices to monitor their whereabouts. Convicted offenders will also be required to report to law enforcement officials, in-person, every six months, rather than the current once a year by phone or mail. 

The new legislation requires the state’s Division of Motor Vehicles to search the National Sex Offender registry before issuing a driver’s license or ID card to anyone who has resided in North Carolina for less than 12 months.  If a person is listed as a sex offender in another state or on the national registry, they will be required to properly fulfill state sex offender registration requirements prior to receiving a driver’s license or ID card.

“We are going to make sure that North Carolina is not a safe haven for sex offenders.  We are tightening everything up so we can make sure that is true,” said Rep. Bruce Goforth. 

“These are the most comprehensive sex offender registration and restriction laws in the nation.  The combination of provisions truly will lead to far greater protection of our children and ensure safer communities,” said Rep. Rick Glazier.

Other provisions of the act include: putting those convicted of statutory rape of a 13-, 14- or 15-year old into the category of sexually violent offenders, which increases registration from a 10-year period to a lifetime; making it a felony to fail to report, harbor, conceal or provide misinformation to law enforcement concerning an improperly-registered sex offender; and tightening controls on where sex offenders may live and work.  The new law makes it a felony for a sex offender to reside within 1,000 feet of public or private schools as well as child care centers or public swimming pools.  It also makes it unlawful for a sex offender to work or volunteer where they would interact with minors. 

“As a judge on the juvenile court bench, I have worked consistently for what is best for our children.  This law will make sure dangerous sexual predators who seek to take advantage of our children will be punished and monitored so law enforcement knows where they are 24 hours a day,” said Sen. John Snow, who was instrumental in moving the bill through the Senate.

 “With a career in law enforcement, 16 years as Craven County Sheriff, I have dealt with this issue first-hand.  I know these new laws will make our communities safer for our children and tougher for those who prey on them,” said Sen. Pete Bland, another key backer of the bill in the Senate.

Another provision of the law creates three new felonies related to human trafficking.  This new series of sex crimes covers recruiting, transferring or coercing a person for the purposes of holding that person against their will for involuntary servitude or sexual servitude.
“Tougher laws like this one will help us protect our children from predators who want to hurt them,” said state Attorney General Roy Cooper. “We’re also working to give law enforcement more tools to catch these criminals and to give parents a way to learn when a sex offender moves into their neighborhood so they can plan for their family’s safety.”

It also requires the Department of Correction study and report on ways to reduce repeat offenses through mental health treatment plans for sex offenders.  A preliminary report must be made to the General Assembly by January 15, 2007, and a final report by October 1, 2007.

Parts of the law pertaining to the administration of the law such as the development of forms, creation of studies and the bids for GPS contracts take effect immediately.  Defining statutory rape as a sexually violent offense, almost all of the sex offender registration changes and changes in the definition of sexual contact are among portions of the new law that go into effect on December 1, 2006.  The requirement for sex offenders to enroll in a GPS program becomes mandatory on January 1, 2007.

