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Speaker Hackney forms select committee to study gang prevention

Rep. Michaux to chair 14-member group

RALEIGH – Speaker Joe Hackney of the North Carolina House of Representatives has appointed Rep. Mickey Michaux to lead a 14-member select committee that will study street gang prevention.

Rep. Michaux has been a leader in the state’s gang prevention efforts for years. This past session he was the lead sponsor of the Street Gang Prevention Act that passed the House. It is still eligible for consideration in the 2008 session of the General Assembly. Rep. Michaux was also the lead chairman of the House Budget Committee that appropriated $4.8 million to the Governor’s Crime Commission for gang suppression.

“As our population grows, so does the number of gang members in North Carolina,” Speaker Hackney said. “We cannot allow this increase to continue unchecked. Not only must we invest our money into this problem, but we must uncover better ways to prosecute gang criminals and to protect our communities from them.”

“Hopefully we can fashion a deal this time that will pass the General Assembly and make the appropriations necessary to address gang prevention, intervention and suppression,” Rep. Michaux said.

The Governor’s Crime Commission has identified nearly 200 street gangs in North Carolina with more than 3,500 members.

The House Select Committee on Street Gang Prevention will identify the extent of the gang presence in North Carolina; examine patterns of criminal gang activity and the organized nature of street gangs; consider ways, including increased criminal penalties, to prevent gang violence; identify strategies for establishing effective prosecutions for gang activity; evaluate successful anti-gang programs in North Carolina and other states; consider the impact of gangs in the state’s corrections system and study any other issue it deems relevant.

The committee may submit an interim report, including proposed legislation, by May 1, 2008. It will submit a final report by December 31, 2008.

In addition to Rep. Michaux, members of the committee are Rep. Alma Adams, Rep. Dan Blue, Rep. Debbie Clary, Rep. Nelson Cole, Rep. Tricia Cotham, Rep. Jim Crawford, Rep. William Current, Rep. Margaret Dickson, Rep. Beverly Earle, Rep. Phillip Frye, Rep. Earl Jones, Rep. Marian McLawhorn and Rep. Tracy Walker.
Rep. Michaux will set the first meeting date for the committee. 
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