Guilford County Schools’

Advancing Performance in United States History for Teachers and Students  

The A. P.U.S.H. Project
Abstract 
The Guilford County Schools’ (GCS) Teaching American History Grant will develop, implement, and strengthen programs to teach traditional American history as a separate academic subject (not as a component of social studies) within secondary school curricula. The grant, called Advancing Performance in United States History for Teachers and Students or the A. P.U.S.H. Project, will achieve this overall goal as demonstrated by four measurable objectives. 

1. Creation of United States History curriculum guides. Finished curriculum guides will be posted on the Project’s website. Curriculum guides will be made available to all GCS United States History teachers through our intranet.

2. Increased teacher content knowledge in American History as measured by pre- and post-performance on the Advanced Placement United States History (AP USH) exam and observations conducted by Teacher Mentors and the project leadership team. 

3. Increased student achievement through quality classroom instruction as measured by student achievement data from North Carolina United States History end-of-course (EOC) tests and performance on the AP USH exam.

4. Development of lead teachers to serve as content coaches in order to sustain the project beyond Year 3. This will be measured by contact hour attendance and observations of sessions instructed by lead teachers during Year 3.

These objectives will be accomplished through an intensive series of content-specific professional development lead by history education specialists from respected institutions of higher education, non-profit historical organizations, and history museums. Thirty United States History teachers will be invited to participate in the A. P.U.S.H. Project and it is hoped these teachers will participate throughout the three years.  These teachers will be recruited from Priority I high schools which are the GCS high schools most in need.  Teachers from other high school may also apply for the program and will be accepted based on several criteria as long as spaces are available.  Teachers and students from Guilford County Schools will benefit from the partnerships that will develop as a result of the A. P.U.S.H. Project.  The Partnership will include the following partners and service providers:
Institutions of Higher Education 

University of North Carolina at Greensboro, Guilford College, Ashbrook Center at Ashland University will provide:

· Expertise of history professors to lead colloquiums

· Organization and instruction for colloquiums

· Recommendations of teacher materials, books, DVDs, etc.

· History educational specialists to provide monitoring and coaching of implementation of project goals in classrooms across the district.

Museums and libraries 

Greensboro Historical Museum, Greensboro Public Library, High Point Museum, Charlotte Hawkins Brown Museum, Blandwood Mansion, and the Friends Historical Collection at Guilford College will provide:

· Access to archives

· Expertise of curators to lead colloquiums

· Organization and instruction for colloquiums

· Tours of exhibits

· Meeting space

Contracted Services

· Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development will provide Understanding by Design Training. 
· Teachers’ Curriculum Institute will provide History Alive! during the non-residential Summer Institutes. 
· Project Evaluator, Becky Finger, will provide evaluation services.  
· Five history education specialists will be hired as Teacher Mentors to provide monitoring and coaching support for the TAH project. 

