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Bonds for Schools Campaign Under Way
Guilford County, NC – A Bonds for Schools Campaign has been launched by community-wide leadership to build public support in favor of the two school bond referendums on the ballot May 6. 
The committee is composed of leadership from across Guilford County and includes business people, elected officials, parents and civic volunteers. The steering committee was formed and began meeting in February.
Three co-chairs have been designated to lead the effort in favor of the two school bonds. The first bond will raise $45 million to rebuild Eastern High School; the second bond will raise $412 million, which will build five additional new schools, renovate and expand 15 others, provide heating and air conditioning improvements at several schools, create three new wings for children with autism and buy land for a future school.

The campaign co-chairs are Melvin Swann, a former school administrator and community volunteer, Craven Williams, president of Greensboro College, and Chris Greene of High Point, a well-known civic and community leader and education advocate. 

Anita Bachmann, who has children in the Guilford County public schools, is Campaign Coordinator of the grassroots committee, a broad-based, community-wide effort. Bachmann is running the day-to-day operations of the Bonds for Schools campaign. Elizabeth W. (Betty) Cone will serve as Treasurer.

Additional members of the steering committee are Joe Alston, Pat Danahy, Henry Frye, Paul Lessard, Nolo Martinez, Skip Moore, Jim Morgan, Mac Sims, Alice Smith, Lisa Stahlmann and Marti Sykes.
The grassroots committee, headed by Bachmann, has been meeting since early January to write a campaign plan, refine the campaign message, and recruit volunteers to work on this effort.  Committee members will distribute yard signs, canvass neighborhoods and speak at local forums in favor of the bonds.

Members of the Bonds for Schools committees represent all parts of the county and include some members who also served on grassroots committees in the 2000 and 2003 school bond votes. 
“It is exciting to see the support that has already gathered behind the two school bonds that will be on the ballot in May,” said Craven Williams, one of the steering committee co-chairs. “People have seen from the bonds that passed in 2000 and 2003 what a difference good schools can make in the education of our children.”

“I am pleased to be leading the bond effort in 2008,” added steering committee co-chair Chris Greene. “We have done a great deal to improve public education in Guilford County over the past 10 years, but we still have a long way to go to bring our facilities up to where they should be.”

“We are in a position to do something very positive for the children of Guilford County by voting yes for these bonds,” said co-chair Mel Swann. “There are 70,000 students attending school in Guilford County this year. That’s 70,000 good reasons to vote for these bonds.”
Anita Bachmann reports that the grassroots committee has already recruited dozens of volunteers and is seeking more volunteers.  The grassroots group will promote the bonds at a one on one level.  

“We welcome the opportunity to meet with any group in the county to talk about the significant needs in our schools and how the two bonds will address the critical improvements needed for our children, “says Bachmann.
Supporters can also volunteer at the Bond for Schools website (www.ivoteyesforkids.com).
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