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Dear Friends,

I hope this letter finds you well. Centro de Accion Latino (CAL) is an organization that delivers Project H.E.R.E. (Hispanic Education, Retention and Excellence), a program designed to promote academic, social and personal excellence in each student. The program tutors 34 Latino students from the sixth through eighth grade. We have had a large number of Hispanic students making A and A/B Honor Roll, an improvement in their attendance by 50 percent and an improvement in their End of Grade Test in reading and math by 25 percent. Led by Liz Trujillo, the students formed a dance troop that performed a series of dances celebrating and sharing their Latino heritage. 

This year, we are proud to be introducing Project H.E.R.E. Healthcare Career Initiative (HCI). HCI is designed to introduce each Project H.E.R.E. student to the possibility of a career in healthcare. To this end, Liz Trujillo, Executive Director, and our North Carolina A&T State student volunteers have already began the process of preparing the students for their first model professional healthcare or healthcare related multicultural specialist. On March 6th, Kristina Johnson – coordinator of the Latino Mental Health Awareness Campaign for the Mental Health Association in Greensboro – will visit Northeast. As a guest specialist, Kristina will discuss the Latino Mental Health Awareness Campaign, how it connects with middle school Latino youth, what types of classes students would take if they were interested in pursuing a career in mental health, providing the students with a free depression screening and leading them in a discussion of ways to talk with parents about sensitive topics. Over the next three months, one specialist will either visit Northeast or students will travel to visit them. Our students are ESOL kids. We have high expectations. We aspire to see these kids academically, emotionally and socially ready to enter the mainstream by the end of the eighth grade. 

In the office, CAL offers community Information and Referral services.  Our office specialist maintains a comprehensive file of local organizations with Spanish speaking representatives. These organizations include mental, dental, medical and legal assistance. We also do referrals for immigration. We offer both Spanish and English classes. And, for the next month, we are offering tax preparation services.

CAL is faced with a financial challenge. We need to raise $5,000 over the next month. If we are unable to meet this challenge, we may be forced to stop delivering Project H.E.R.E. at Northeast. On March 1st, the parents of our Project H.E.R.E. students are mobilizing to appeal directly to the owners of Latino businesses and restaurants. On March 13th, we are proud to announce the first Annual “Coming Together Celebration” at Northeast Middle School (more details about the “Celebration” will be forth coming). We are asking you to help CAL with both financial and vocal support. If you would like to financially give, please make your tax-deductible contributions payable to Centro de Accion Latino. Checks can be hand delivered to Project H.E.R.E. on Tuesday or Thursday afternoons or mailed to: 4929 W. Market Street, Suite 2122, Greensboro, NC 27407. Together, we can make a difference in the lives of these young people.

Sincerely,

Liz Trujillo, Executive Director

Centro de Accion Latino (CAL)

4929 W. Market Street, Suite 2122

Greensboro, NC 27407

Tel: (336) 235-2021

Email: calatino@gmail.com
Fed Tax ID: 562145067

