Sept. 1, 2004

STUDENTS IN N.C. SET SAT RECORD

GUILFORD COUNTY'S SCORES JUMP 15 POINTS TO AN AVERAGE OF 1,011. 

RALEIGH  

   High school students in Guilford County and across North Carolina had a record year on the SAT in 2003-04.

   The average state score rose five points to 1,006, the highest in history. Guilford students improved at an even greater pace: District students posted an average score of 1,011, up 15 points from 2003.

   North Carolina's scores have improved by 42 points during the past 10 years, the biggest gains in the nation during that time. Gov. Mike Easley said he particularly is pleased that scores increased despite more students taking the test. Typically, states with lower percentages of students taking the test score higher because only their best students take it.

   The SAT, the most widely used college-admissions exam in the country, is scored from a low of 400 to a high of 1,600. Despite the increase in state and national standardized testing in recent years, the SAT remains an important measure of educational progress for parents and educators.

   North Carolina still is below the national average, which remained at 1,026 for the second year. But that gap is closing.

   State Superintendent Mike Ward said one key factor in improving SAT scores has been increasing the number of students taking high-level academic courses, such as Advanced Placement classes.

   Easley said the test-score increases show the need for the state to spend money on schools. He said reducing class sizes, providing tutors and creating small high schools, all of which require spending more money, are examples of investments that are paying off.

   Despite the overall gains, huge gaps remain between racial groups. The average SAT score for North Carolina's black students was 847 - a full 200 points below that of white and Asian students.

   Terry Grier, Guilford County Schools superintendent, said academic initiatives, such as requiring algebra for eighth-graders and increasing the number of students in Advanced Placement courses, may have boosted Guilford scores. But he also said teachers and principals encouraged students to enroll in SAT-preparation sessions during 2003-04. In previous years, he said many educators focused primarily on state end-of-course tests instead.

   Eight of the district's 18 high schools - Middle College at Greensboro College, Grimsley, Early College at Guilford, Northwest, Page, Ragsdale, Southwest and Western - exceeded the national average.

   Other Triad districts also enjoyed success in 2004.

   Alamance-Burlington Schools saw a seven-point increase; the average Randolph County Schools score went up 11 points. Rockingham County Schools saw a 16-point drop.

   However, state-to-state SAT comparisons are difficult to make because participation varies greatly across states. In North Carolina, for example, 70 percent of high school seniors take the test, compared to just 5 percent in Iowa and North Dakota.

   Nationally, 48 percent of students were tested. States with high percentages of students taking the exam typically have lower average scores than states where only a few students are tested because in those states generally only the best students take the SAT.

   Tuesday's news conference also marked Ward's last day as state superintendent.

   He is stepping down after eight years to follow his wife to Mississippi, where she has been named a bishop in the United Methodist Church. State Board of Education member Patricia Willoughby will serve as interim state superintendent until January, when a newly elected superintendent takes office.

   "It certainly is a great way to spend a final day in office," Ward said.

   Contact Bruce Buchanan at 373-7078 or bbuchanan@news-record.com 
SAT scores

                                            2002  2003    2004

   School System/School     Math     Verbal     Total     Math     Verbal Total     Math     Verbal     Total

   Alamance Burlington       489     466          955         494          481   975      501         481     982

   Eastern Alamance         470     462     932     531     508     1039 517 503     1020

   Graham      453     422     875     465     457     922     478     465 943

   Cummings      437     417     854     455     432     887     428     400 828

   Southern      494     462     956     480     464     944     522     496 1018

   Williams      521     501     1022     521     513     1034     515 491 1006

   Western Alamance     494     468     962     478     466     944     490 476     966

   River Mill Charter     470     464     934     442     502     944     462 450     912

   Davidson County     510     490     1000     507     490     997     506 496     1002

   Central Davidson      488     471     959     481     476     957     493 491     984

   East Davidson      509     481     990     501     477     978     497 479 976

   Ledford      525     512     1037     503     501     1004     525     524 1049

   North Davidson      521     500     1021     528     499     1027     515 502     1017

   South Davidson      487     470     957     521     493     1014     491 467     958

   West Davidson      489     466     955     483     478     961     499 495 994

   Lexington City*     461     461     922     461     463     924     440 467   907

   Thomasville City*     461     428     889     472     448     920     454 431     885

   Winston-Salem/     506     496     1002     506     499     1005     499 493     992

   Forsyth County

   Guilford County      503     492     995     502     494     996     508 503     1011

   Andrews      461     452     913     453     451     904     445     441 886

   Bennett Middle College                                    **     **      **

   Dudley      426     418     844     427     430     857     408     421 829

   Eastern      474     469     943     458     468     926     459     466 925

   GC Middle College     493     539     1032     516     517     1033 514 540    1054

   Grimsley      547     553     1100     564     567     1131     553 562 1115

   Guilford Early College                    638     676     1314     598 623 1221

   GTCC Middle College                     489     498     987     465 479 944

   High Point Central      490     461     951     505     456     961 503 480    983

   Northeast     471     462     933     473     459     932     483     474 957

   Northwest      556     547     1103     550     546     1096     577 568 1145

   Page      527     514     1041     517     505     1022     522     511 1033

   Ragsdale      508     480     988     501     481     982     521     509 1030

   Smith     414     406     820     416     412     828     420     423 843

   Southeast      495     493     988     499     495     994     506     505 1011

   Southern      476     463     939     485     485     970     460     454 914

   Southwest      513     495     1008     512     496     1008     522 505 1027

   Western      522     495     1017     509     492     1001     530     521 1051

   Randolph County      495     478     973     489     477     966     499 478     977

   Eastern Randolph      497     479     976     492     470     962     494 472     966

   Randleman      460     462     922     465     454     919     485     474 959

   Southwestern      531     506     1037     489     493     982     506 494 1000

   Trinity      485     465     950     504     488     992     507     476 983

   Asheboro City*      511     500     1011     507     493     1000     504 507     1011

   Rockingham County      480     472     952     488     469     957     477 464     941

   McMichael      462     447     909     495     473     968     477     466 943

   Morehead      498     481     979     487     467     954     475     473 948

   Reidsville      461     457     918     476     462     938     453 427 880

   Rockingham       495     501     996     490     472     962     501 490 991

   United States     516     504     1020     519     507     1026     518 508   1026

   North Carolina     505     493     998     506     495     1001     507 499   1006

   Notes:  All SAT scores are reported on the 1995 recentered score scale. United States and North Carolina totals include both public and non-public school students.   Percent  tested is calculated as the number of students taking SAT I in the LEA divided by the eighth month, twelfth grade membership in the LEA.  The asterisk symbol (**) indicates less than five students. Blank means the school did not participate in the SAT that year.  School totals may not equal county totals in past and current years due to schools not participating in the SAT in 2004 or counts lower than 5 not being reported.

   *District only has one high school

   Source: College Board  

CAPTION: Easley 

