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11 OF 14 SCHOOLS BROKE RULES

THIRTY-ONE HIGH SCHOOL TEAMS PLAYED INELIGIBLE ATHLETES; EIGHT FOOTBALL TEAMS WILL HAVE TO FORFEIT GAMES. 

   Thirty-one teams from 11 of Guilford County's 14 high schools have used ineligible athletes during the 2002-03 school year, results of a two-week school district investigation revealed Friday.

   The investigation determined that:

   Eight local football teams will forfeit all or most games from the 2002 season. These teams all used players who missed too many school days. The list includes Dudley High School, which reached the state championship game.

   Andrews High School was the biggest offender, with seven sports teams using ineligible players. High Point Central and Page each had five teams in violation.

   Three high schools - Eastern, Southern and Southeast - had no rules violations, according to the report.

   District schools will have to forfeit more than $26,000 in playoff gate receipts. That total will grow since Dudley has not yet received its share of the gate from the state 3-A championship game at N.C. State's Carter-Finley Stadium. In addition, district schools will have to pay thousands of dollars in fines.

   ``It's a sad day, but it's a necessary day,'' Guilford County Schools Superintendent Terry Grier said Friday. ``This cannot and will not continue.''

   No coaches or athletics directors were punished Friday, but Grier said disciplinary action may be forthcoming as investigators continue to sort through the details.

   Friday's report concludes a two-week central office investigation into eligibility-rules violations at district high schools. The investigation stemmed from a testing-fraud probe at Andrews. During the course of that investigation, officials were told that several Andrews athletes had missed too many days of school. District officials then decided to expand the eligibility investigation to all high schools.

   Each coach is supposed to check his or her roster against the school's official attendance records to ensure that all players are eligible to play. Then, the school's athletics director is responsible for double-checking the records. N.C. High School Athletic Association policy says that students who miss 13.5 days in a semester - 15 percent of a traditional 90-day semester - are ineligible to play the following semester.

   But sources close to the investigation say these checks simply weren't happening at some high schools. At other schools, officials may have thought they were checking attendance but weren't doing it the right way, sources said. Some ineligible students missed 14 days, while others missed as many as 30.

   Grier said nothing he's seen indicates that coaches intended to break the rules.

   ``I don't think any coaches affected by this are pleased with it,'' he said. ``I'm not.''

   ``I thought we were in compliance,'' said High Point Central principal Joe Yeager, whose school will lose more than $3,600 in state playoff revenue.

   Yeager praised the central office for how it handled the investigation and said it would lead to systemwide improvements.

   Smith High School, which will lose more than $2,100 in state football-playoff revenue, had violations in two sports, according to the report.

   ``Anytime there's a situation at another school, it always comes to your mind, 'Could it happen to us? Is it happening to us?' '' said Smith principal Sam Misher.

   Teams will have to forfeit all games in which the ineligible athletes played. Teams also must return any trophies or awards.

   In addition, schools are fined $500 for each sport in violation, meaning the total fines could reach $15,500. The NCHSAA usually cuts those fines in half if schools report their own violations, though.

   Grier, a former coach, said he understands that communities get emotionally attached to their local high school sports teams. He said he feels particularly bad for the vast majority of athletes on the disqualified teams, since these students attended class as required.

   ``We're disappointed for the many, many athletes who follow the rules,'' said Alan Duncan, Guilford County Board of Education chairman.

   ``This is going to be very painful and very hurtful to our entire community,'' Grier said. ``The problems caused by a relative few are going to affect everyone on these teams.''

   But he said he is proud of the coaches who had clean attendance records, and he's proud of the three high schools that turned up no violations.

   A central office team consisting of district athletics director Herb Goins and three former high school principals - district administrators Debra Barham, Vernon Farrington and Barry Williams - handled the eligibility investigation.

   The NCHSAA sent a memo to all North Carolina superintendents this week asking - but not requiring - them to recheck athletics eligibility. Some local districts are doing rechecks, but they are relying on coaches and school athletics directors to handle those reviews, rather than appointing a central office team as Guilford did.

   ``We checked athlete by athlete, sport by sport, school by school,'' Grier said. ``We feel good about the quality of our audit.''

   State Board of Education Chairman Phil Kirk agreed. Earlier this week, Kirk said all school districts should review attendance records.

   ``I believe Dr. Grier has been very open,'' Kirk said. ``I'm glad they responded the way they did.''

   District officials plan to check eligibility on all middle school teams.

