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A news release regarding the investigation at Andrews High School, released by Guilford County Schools to the News & Record on Thursday evening:

During the past few weeks, several of our students and staff at Andrews High School have been involved in meetings with school officials concerning an investigation into possible violations of state testing procedures.

A comprehensive and multi-faceted investigation is currently ongoing. School officials believe it will result in the mis-administration of some of the January 2003 End-of-Course exams in physical science and United States History at Andrews High School. The test results of some students likely will be declared invalid. The North Carolina Department of Public Instruction (NCDPI) has been consulted for guidance, and is aware of the investigation. An announcement will be made on Friday regarding students who may have to be retested, and the students and their parents will be notified at that time.

``The most difficult and unfortunate part of this is that because of the actions of a few teachers and others, many students may have to re-take these tests. We expect district employees to uphold the highest ethical standards, and anything less will not be tolerated,'' said Superintendent Terry Grier.

The alleged testing violations involve mandated security protocols regarding End-of-Course exams given to students as they complete coursework. Guilford County School officials immediately notified the NCDPI after the alleged improprieties surfaced, and have been communicating with state testing officials during the initial state of inquiry.

District officials report that as a result of this investigation, school employees who are found to be involved will receive appropriate disciplinary action and possible dismissal.

Superintendent Terry Grier initiated an audit of all testing procedures to ensure that state testing requirements are universally applied and in compliance on all levels. Grier stated that information learned as a result of this investigation will lead to heightened testing security processes that will be implemented during the current semester.

ANDREWS ACCUSED OF FRAUD

GUILFORD COUNTY SCHOOL OFFICIALS ARE LOOKING INTO CHARGES OF ACADEMIC AND ATHLETICS VIOLATIONS. 

HIGH POINT  

   Guilford County school officials are investigating allegations of major academic fraud and athletics rules violations at Andrews High School, they said Thursday.

   Some Andrews students who took state U.S. history and physical science tests last month likely will have to be retested, Superintendent Terry Grier said Thursday night.

   ``The most difficult and unfortunate part of this is that because of the actions of a few teachers and others, many students may have to retake these tests,'' Grier said in a prepared statement. ``We expect district employees to uphold the highest ethical standards, and anything less will not be tolerated.''

   Sources close to the investigation say district and state officials are investigating whether Andrews employees may have shown some students a copy of these tests before they were administered, a violation of state law. District officials say the alleged violations were immediately reported to the state Department of Public Instruction when they were discovered.

   Sources say other charges under investigation include:

   Doctoring student-attendance reports during the 2001-02 school year, in violation of state law.

   Allowing ineligible athletes to play on Andrews sports teams.

   A number of Red Raider athletes in several sports may have had too many absences in the spring 2002 semester to be eligible to compete in the fall semester, sources say. If teams used ineligible players - knowingly or not - they will have to forfeit all wins in which those players competed, according to N.C. High School Athletic Association policy. Andrews' football team reached the state semifinals last fall.

   If proven true, altering records and other violations also could bring a range of penalties, including dismissal of responsible personnel and even prosecution.

   Board of Education members, district officials and attorneys discussed the investigation in a two-hour, closed-door meeting Thursday afternoon. Board members took no action and would not discuss the details of the meeting, other than board Chairman Alan Duncan saying it was closed to the public because confidential personnel issues were addressed.

   Andrews Principal Cassandra Barker-Carr could not be reached Thursday for comment, nor could her predecessor, Jerry Hairston, who retired in June after eight years at the school.

   It is unclear how many Andrews officials are under investigation. As of Thursday, no one had been fired.

   The charges of state testing fraud are the most serious Andrews faces.

   The tests are the lifeblood of the state's school-evaluation program. Each year, the state issues its ABCs of Public Education report, which evaluates every public school in the state based on these standardized tests. Teachers can earn bonuses of up to $1,500 if their school beats its test-score goals.

   The state's administrative code covering the schools expressly forbids school employees from disclosing any items on the test. Employees who violate the ethics code are subject to criminal prosecution as well as the loss of their teaching licenses. District officials said Thursday that any school officials found to be guilty of test tampering will be disciplined and perhaps fired.

   Grier also said that information gathered during this investigation will help the district improve its testing security.

   State law also prohibits school personnel from tampering with official records, including attendance reports.

   The law says that any principal or teacher who knowingly makes a false report is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor, and their teaching licenses are to be revoked. School boards may fire employees who violate this law.

   Members of Andrews' athletics department also declined to comment about the ongoing investigation.

   Dave Mizell, the school's head football coach and athletics director, said: ``We've been directed by our principal's office and the central office (Guilford County Schools) to not talk about personnel or any other issues concerning Andrews.''

   The investigation is the latest - and biggest - crisis in what has been a tough year at Andrews.

   Last fall, a rash of on-campus fights led to a series of parent meetings. Barker-Carr implemented new rules and security measures to deal with the problem.

   On Dec. 18, a brawl erupted at the Andrews-Southwest basketball game. Police used pepper spray to end the fracas, which involved about 100 fans.

   The Andrews boys basketball team recently learned it had to forfeit five games for playing two ineligible players, one for attendance violations and one for grade violations, earlier this semester.

   Andrews has been at the center of a recent controversy involving attendance-line changes at High Point-area high schools.

   District officials have proposed several options that would make Andrews a more diverse school by changing its attendance lines. Parents at Ragsdale and Southwest, who also were affected by the proposed changes, strongly oppose changing High Point school-attendance lines.

