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Quick Read: Warning of a tight budget, commissioners ask the school

board to submit their request earlier this year.

GREENSBORO — Guilford County Commissioners want the school system’s budget

submitted to them a couple of weeks earlier this year, and discussion between county and school officials Wednesday pointed toward a prickly process.

Commissioners warned of a tight budget, while Guilford County Board of Education members and officials sought to justify their needs in the more than two-hour meeting.

“We’ll work hard to meet that timeline,” school board chairman Alan Duncan said.

Last year, the school board approved its final budget a few days before the May

15 deadline to submit it to commissioners.

Superintendent Terry Grier saw no problem with submitting the budget early. Last year he gave his version to the school board in early April, nearly three weeks before the May 1 deadline set by law for the superintendent’s proposal.

School officials on Wednesday presented a partial list of budget items for next year of nearly $10 million in extra local funding. The county is spending about $140 million on the schools this year. The district’s entire budget is about $500 million.

Republican commissioners tend to question the school board’s spending. Billy Yow requested lists of so-called “unfunded mandates” or areas that aren’t fully funded by a governing body. For example, schools complain that they pick up part of the special education funding that the federal government had originally promised to cover.

Trudy Wade, also a Republican, encouraged the board to take a hard look at its budget to “fund only what is necessary.” 

“I’m telling you as a commissioner, times are really tough and citizens are having a tough time,” she said.

Democratic commissioners have been more willing in the past to give the schools more money. 

Paul Gibson said he doesn’t “relish raising taxes. ... But we cannot fail our children here in Guilford County.”

Kirk Perkins, another Democrat, asked the school board to work “in good faith” with commissioners during this “difficult time.”

The two boards did not vote on any issues at the meeting, which was a chance to discuss issues pertaining to the two boards.

Administrators are housed in several sites. District leaders have been looking to pull them together in one place for years.

Duncan said the site of the former Lucent Technologies, along Interstate 40/85, has come up as a potential site for new schools as well.

Commissioners would have to release money from the school’s capital outlay fund, which is used for such projects as construction and renovations.

Duncan did not have figures for the site and said he wouldn’t release them if he did. Land purchases can be discussed in closed session but must be voted on in open session.

Grier said the buildings could be converted for less than the cost of building a new elementary, middle and high school.

“We clearly would like to have a central office,” Duncan said. “I’m not suggesting that the board has signed off on doing it. I’m just bringing it to your attention.”

