Statement to the Guilford County Board of Education

After attending the three forums on the subject of redistricting, I feel compelled to make this statement. I have observed the groups of people demanding a return to “Neighborhood Schools” in a vociferous manner. I have also received dissenting comments from friends and constituents who have not publicly expressed their sentiments. I can assure you that many people of all races, background an economic means in High Point are not in favor of “Neighborhood Schools”.
Let us clearly and directly identify what “Neighborhood Schools” means or what they will accomplish. Due to the housing patterns that already exist in High Point, a return to neighborhood schools will ensure that our school system will be racially and economically segregated. The people that propose “Neighborhood Schools” may not want to think about it in those terms, but if they pause and reflect on it, segregation is its only conclusion. It is plainly clear, to claim otherwise is simply disingenuous.

The word segregation may cause some to recoil and respond with vehement indignation. Segregation has an evil tone that is haunted by the unspeakable acts of overt racism that many of us have either witnessed or participated in as victims or perpetrators. In its landmark decision of 1954 in Brown vs. Board of Education, the Supreme Court found that “Separate educational facilities are inherently unequal.” We are clearly talking about returning to a scenario where our educational facilities are separated by race and class.

Now we can play mind games with ourselves and argue that any child can attend any school in their neighborhood regardless of race or class. However, the fact remains, the overwhelming majority of minorities and poor remain concentrated in the core-city; this was confirmed by the 2000 Census. Consequently “Neighborhood Schools” must reflect the racial and economic segregation that is imbedded in our neighborhoods or living patterns.
I can appreciate the desire of “Neighborhood Schools” to look out for the best interest of some children. But as elected officials, we must look out for the best interest of ALL children in our school system. I have given the matter much thought and I can’t rationally conclude how “neighborhood Schools” will benefit all students in our system as opposed to befiting a few.

I realize that going against the grain of a seemingly popular movement or idea, isn’t politically easy, but consider for a moment those who we all revere historically. They did not shirk at potential unpopularity. They were bold and stared down the demon of injustice or stood steadfast against the winds of injustice.

Please, don’t be offended by the words that I have used tonight. I don’t believe that anyone on this board harbors racist concepts.  However, I do believe that many of you have not looked beyond the thin politically correct veneer of “Neighborhood Schools” to examine the segregational impact of its practice.

In closing, I’d like to read a quote from Thurgood Marshall’s last public remarks before his death. “The legal system can force open doors, and sometimes even knock down walls, but it cannot build bridges. That job belongs to you and me.” Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to make this statement and I hope that my colleagues receive my comments in the proper spirit.

