Development of The North Carolina High School Exit Exam 

Chronological Events (1999 — present)

April 1999

· GS 115C-12(9b) mandated the SBE develop an exit exam

· Standards and Accountability Commission (later Committee on Standards and Accountability) worked with DPI to establish test specifications

October 1999

· Test Specifications established 

· Four domains

· One test per domain

· Two hours per test, Eight hours of total testing time

· Requirement for graduating class of 2003 and beyond

January 2000

· Riverside Publishing Company awarded the contract for producing the exit exam

· Test development began

November 2000

· Technical Advisory Committee recommended the development timeline be extended

· Compliance Commission endorsed an extension of the development timeline

February 2001 

· State Board approves a 2-year extension of the development timeline

· Requirement for graduating class of 2005 and beyond

April 2001

· Item Tryout administered to all 11th graders

July 2001

· Test development halted until approval of state budget by General Assembly

· Due to schools not returning item tryout materials on time, Riverside requested an extension on delivering data analysis of April 2001 item tryout.  Request is granted.  

August 2001

· Riverside provided the results of the data analysis from the April 200l Item Tryout 

· Problems encountered in the Using Numbers and Data domain

· Low p-value (.34) indicated high difficulty of items

· Low biserial correlation (.28) indicated poor relationship between examinee ability and the probability an examinee would get the item correct

· Low reliability (.78) indicated that what was being measured was not being measured consistently

October 2001

· State budget approved

· Due to long halt in development and concern for the Using Numbers and Data Domain, Riverside requested another extension of the timeline.  NCDPI suggested a redesign of the test if it would keep the development on the same schedule.

November 2001

· State Board approved a redesign of the exit exam to remain on schedule

· Four domains

· One test 

· Three hours of total test administration time 

· Requirement for graduating class of 2005 and beyond 

· Test development resumed

January 2002

· No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act of 2001 signed into law by President Bush

· Reading and math tests at grade 10, 11 or 12 required
April 2002

· Field test of the redesigned exit exam administered to approximately 34,000 students

July 2002

· Test development halted until approval of state budget by General Assembly

October 2002

· No funds allocated in state budget for the development of the exit exam

· Senate Bill 1115, Section 7.21 

· SBE must study how the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 requirements impact the development of the exit exam and report findings to the Joint Legislative Education Oversight Committee prior to any new development of the exit exam

November 2002

· Final regulations for accountability provisions of NCLB released by U.S. Department of Education (USED)
April 2003

· State Accountability plan approved by USED
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