GRIMSLEY PUT ON NEWSWEEK TOP 100 LIST

THE SCHOOL RANKS NO. 67 AMONG THE NATION'S HIGH SCHOOLS, BASED ON STUDENTS TAKING AP AND IB COURSES. 

   Grimsley High School is on Newsweek magazine's list of 100 top public high schools in the nation - a first for Guilford County Schools.

   All 14 of Guilford's traditional high schools made the extended list of about 1,000 schools, which represents the top 4 percent of America's high schools based on the number of students taking college-level courses. There are 27,468 high schools nationwide.

   Grimsley ranked No. 67, according to the magazine's online version of its May 16 cover story. Guilford's next highest ranking schools are High Point Central and Southwest, at Nos. 181 and 182, respectively. The highest Tar Heel school, Raleigh Charter School, is No. 9.

   Grimsley principal Rob Gasparello heard the good news via e-mail from alumni and parents.

   "We're thrilled, but we want to keep reaching out," Gasparello said. "We think the key is to get students starting to think about AP (Advanced Placement) and IB (International Baccalaureate) at the middle grades, and that will get things really rolling."

   The list is compiled by Washington Post reporter Jay Mathews based on a system he created. The ranking is based only on how many AP or IB tests were taken by all students at a school, divided by the number of graduating seniors. The tests represent college-level course work and often earn college credit for students who score well.

   Grimsley junior Megan Henley, 16, is taking four AP courses this year. The school not only has a lot of students taking the tough classes, they also are passing, thanks to excellent teachers, Henley said.

   Last year, about 80 percent of Grimsley students scored a 3 or higher on the 5-point-scale exams.

   Getting on Newsweek's list is an exciting affirmation of that hard work, Henley said.

   "Top 100 is not really many schools out of the country, so it's really a big honor to be in that percentage," she said.

   Guilford Superintendent Terry Grier has preached the value of academic rigor since his arrival in 2000.

   He has pushed high schools to offer more AP courses and encouraged more than just top performers to take them.

   A 1999 study by the U.S. education department shows that even students who take the courses but fail the tests do better in college than those who do not take  advanced courses in high school.

   "We have to stop looking at AP as an elite curriculum," Gasparello said.

   Like Grier, Gasparello wants more students to take the courses. Students need to have a strong work ethic and be disciplined to benefit from AP, he said.

   Grier's push toward academic rigor this year included asking students who did well on the PSAT as sophomores to take U.S. history as juniors.

   Since his arrival, the number of Guilford students taking AP courses has doubled and the number of tests being taken has more than doubled.

   District data for 2003-04 shows that Guilford students took 6,804 AP tests. In comparison, students took 2,864 tests four years before.

   All 14 of Guilford's high schools also made the extended Newsweek list in 2003, although only about 800 schools were listed that year.

Contact Jennifer Fernandez at 373-7064 or jfernandez@news-record.com  

MAKING THE GRADE

What: Guilford County public high schools' rankings in the top 1,000 schools by Newsweek magazine.

How they judge:  The number of Advanced Placement or International Baccalaureate tests taken  at a school in 2004 divided by the number of graduating seniors.

The competition: The magazine ranked 1,036 schools of the 27,468 nationwide, and all Guilford schools are among the top 2.5 percent.
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