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For Immediate Release: August 29, 2006
Contact: Haley Henderson (336) 370-3200
Guilford County Schools Releases 2006 Preliminary SAT Results
-GCS Had the Third Highest Participation Rate in North Carolina-
GCS SAT Average Total Score for 2006 was 994

GCS SAT Average Verbal Score for 2006 was 490
GCS SAT Average Math Score for 2006 was 504
GCS SAT Average Writing Score for 2006 was 482
Greensboro, NC – In 2005-06, 70.3 percent of GCS students took the SAT, slightly behind the state average of 71 percent. Of the nine largest districts in North Carolina, only two districts tested more students than GCS. GCS ranked fifth among the nine districts based on average SAT scores.
With 2,923 students taking the SAT in 2006, the GCS participation increased from 69.7 percent in 2005 to 70.3 percent last year. Seven of the 21 GCS schools participating in the SAT had participation rates above 75 percent.
The district’s average total SAT score held steady from last year, while average scores for North Carolina and the United States dropped.
Based on grand total scores, the three highest-scoring GCS schools included: The Early College at Guilford, Grimsley High and Weaver Academy. These three schools also enjoyed high participation rates. Other results indicate that GTCC Middle College and Smith High earned their highest average subtotal scores in 2006 compared with the five years of scores shown.

Nine GCS students earned perfect scores of 800 in critical reading, six had perfect scores in mathematics and three earned perfect scores in writing. One GCS student had perfect scores on all three sections of the SAT, with a grand total score of 2400. On the March 2005 administration of the SAT, 107 students nationwide scored 2400 on the SAT.
-more-
2002-2006 SAT Average Subtotal Score
[image: image2.png]Score

1050

1040

1030

1020

1010

1000

@90

@80

a70

2002 W2003 02004 02005 W 2006

1h2s
1h2s
02|

Guilford County North Carolina

United States





2002-2006 SAT Average Critical Reading/Verbal Score
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2002-2006 SAT Average Mathematics Score
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2002-2006 SAT Average Writing Score
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2002-2006 SAT Average Grand Totals
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“Research by the College Board over the last two decades has indicated that the strongest correlation with SAT scores is a rigorous course of study in high school," Dr. Mack McCary, chief academic officer said. “The more advanced high school courses a student has taken, the higher their SAT score is likely to be.” 
As a district, GCS has formed a strong, continuing partnership with the College Board to increase equity, preparation and enrollment of students in rigorous high school courses, including:
· Utilizing EOG scores to place students in demanding math courses such as Algebra I and Geometry in middle school, and rigorous courses in high school. To my knowledge, no other urban district in the country has done more to encourage broad participation and minority enrollment in AP courses
· Having all students take the PSAT when they are taking Algebra I or Geometry, and then providing those results to students, parents and core academic teachers
-more-
· Training middle school teachers this summer to implement the College Board ‘Springboard’ curriculum in math and English-language arts in order to prepare more students for success in AP courses
· Developed a range of strategies to coach students in SAT preparation skills, ranging from providing Princeton Review coaching to small groups of students to integrating SAT test taking strategies and questions into high school academic courses.  Just this week we completed training a teacher from every high school to offer a SAT preparation course to juniors and some seniors who need that extra level of preparation.
GCS Scores Compared to Other Districts in North Carolina 

	District
	Percentage Tested
	2005-06 Scores

	USA
	48%
	1021

	North Carolina
	71%
	1008

	Alamance County
	57.1%
	996

	Cumberland County
	54%
	959

	Durham County
	70.5%
	987

	Forsyth County
	66.2%
	1016

	Guilford County
	70.3%
	994

	Mecklenburg County
	68.7%
	995

	Randolph County
	48.2%
	978

	Rockingham County
	60.3%
	989

	Wake County
	78.7%
	1066
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2002-2006 Average Scores and Participation Rates
 

	School
	Year
	Critical Reading /Verbal
	Math
	Subtotal
(Critical Reading/ Verbal and Math)
	Writing
	Grand Total
	Participation

	Andrews High
	2006
	438
	447
	885
	436
	1321
	66.7

	 
	2005
	436
	439
	875
	 
	 
	67.9

	 
	2004
	441
	445
	886
	 
	 
	60.3

	 
	2003
	451
	453
	904
	 
	 
	80.2

	 
	2002
	452
	461
	913
	 
	 
	71.8

	Bennett Middle College
	2006
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	7.7

	 
	2005
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	NA

	 
	2004
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	NA

	 
	2003
	Bennett Middle College opened in 2004

	 
	2002
	

	Dudley High
	2006
	413
	425
	838
	408
	1246
	67.2

	 
	2005
	411
	419
	830
	 
	 
	60.6

	 
	2004
	421
	408
	829
	 
	 
	66.2

	 
	2003
	430
	427
	857
	 
	 
	59.3

	 
	2002
	418
	426
	844
	 
	 
	68.7

	Eastern High
	2006
	451
	476
	927
	440
	1367
	54.6

	 
	2005
	456
	469
	925
	 
	 
	58.2

	 
	2004
	466
	459
	925
	 
	 
	53.5

	 
	2003
	468
	458
	926
	 
	 
	55.5

	 
	2002
	469
	474
	943
	 
	 
	46.9

	GC Middle College
	2006
	508
	504
	1012
	501
	1513
	88.9

	 
	2005
	501
	480
	981
	 
	 
	100.0

	 
	2004
	540
	514
	1054
	 
	 
	78.6

	 
	2003
	517
	516
	1033
	 
	 
	60.0

	 
	2002
	539
	493
	1032
	 
	 
	34.5

	Grimsley High
	2006
	557
	558
	1115
	546
	1660
	89.0

	 
	2005
	563
	566
	1129
	 
	 
	86.8

	 
	2004
	562
	553
	1115
	 
	 
	86.9

	 
	2003
	567
	564
	1131
	 
	 
	90.4

	 
	2002
	553
	547
	1100
	 
	 
	89.8

	The Early College at Guilford
	2006
	634
	638
	1271
	602
	1873
	100.0

	 
	2005
	648
	629
	1277
	 
	 
	100.0

	 
	2004
	623
	598
	1221
	 
	 
	85.0

	 
	2003
	676
	638
	1314
	 
	 
	45.5

	 
	2002
	The Early College at Guilford opened in 2003

	GTCC Middle College
	2006
	568
	505
	1073
	499
	1573
	37.5

	 
	2005
	506
	460
	966
	 
	 
	56.6

	 
	2004
	479
	465
	944
	 
	 
	33.3

	 
	2003
	498
	489
	987
	 
	 
	53.8

	 
	2002
	493
	483
	975
	 
	 
	30.6
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2002-2006 Average Scores and Participation Rates - continued
	School
	Year
	Critical Reading /Verbal
	Math
	Subtotal
(Critical Reading /Verbal and Math)
	Writing
	Grand Total
	Participation

	High Point Central High
	2006
	466
	488
	954
	458
	1412
	77.8

	 
	2005
	459
	488
	947
	 
	 
	63.7

	 
	2004
	480
	503
	983
	 
	 
	67.9

	 
	2003
	456
	505
	961
	 
	 
	76.6

	 
	2002
	461
	490
	951
	 
	 
	71.7

	NC A&T Middle College
	2006
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	13.9

	 
	2005
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	NA

	 
	2004
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	NA

	 
	2003
	NC A&T Middle College opened in 2004

	 
	2002
	

	Northeast High
	2006
	461
	486
	946
	453
	1399
	71.3

	 
	2005
	458
	482
	940
	 
	 
	70.7

	 
	2004
	474
	483
	957
	 
	 
	68.2

	 
	2003
	459
	473
	932
	 
	 
	63.2

	 
	2002
	462
	471
	933
	 
	 
	65.6

	Northwest High
	2006
	541
	565
	1107
	536
	1643
	71.4

	 
	2005
	548
	560
	1108
	 
	 
	85.4

	 
	2004
	568
	577
	1145
	 
	 
	78.1

	 
	2003
	546
	550
	1096
	 
	 
	86.8

	 
	2002
	547
	556
	1103
	 
	 
	81.0

	Page High
	2006
	490
	500
	990
	486
	1476
	73.6

	 
	2005
	503
	519
	1022
	 
	 
	69.4

	 
	2004
	511
	522
	1033
	 
	 
	70.6

	 
	2003
	505
	517
	1022
	 
	 
	74.4

	 
	2002
	514
	527
	1041
	 
	 
	76.3

	Ragsdale High
	2006
	486
	508
	993
	484
	1477
	72.4

	 
	2005
	486
	513
	999
	 
	 
	76.9

	 
	2004
	509
	521
	1030
	 
	 
	79.1

	 
	2003
	481
	501
	982
	 
	 
	75.6

	 
	2002
	480
	508
	988
	 
	 
	84.9

	Smith High
	2006
	414
	431
	845
	403
	1248
	56.1

	 
	2005
	392
	401
	793
	 
	 
	54.4

	 
	2004
	423
	420
	843
	 
	 
	52.7

	 
	2003
	412
	416
	828
	 
	 
	57.4

	 
	2002
	406
	414
	820
	 
	 
	57.0

	Southeast High
	2006
	467
	484
	951
	456
	1407
	70.3

	 
	2005
	502
	499
	1001
	 
	 
	69.1

	 
	2004
	505
	506
	1011
	 
	 
	68.4

	 
	2003
	495
	499
	994
	 
	 
	60.3

	 
	2002
	493
	495
	988
	 
	 
	77.4
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2002-2006 Average Scores and Participation Rates - continued
	School
	Year
	Critical Reading /Verbal
	Math
	Subtotal
(Critical Reading /Verbal and Math)
	Writing
	Grand Total
	Participation

	Southern High
	2006
	458
	465
	923
	451
	1374
	65.8

	 
	2005
	456
	461
	917
	 
	 
	68.8

	 
	2004
	454
	460
	914
	 
	 
	48.6

	 
	2003
	485
	485
	970
	 
	 
	56.8

	 
	2002
	463
	476
	939
	 
	 
	57.6

	Southwest High
	2006
	491
	515
	1006
	479
	1485
	81.2

	 
	2005
	499
	511
	1010
	 
	 
	75.5

	 
	2004
	505
	522
	1027
	 
	 
	72.5

	 
	2003
	496
	512
	1008
	 
	 
	87.7

	 
	2002
	495
	513
	1008
	 
	 
	80.6

	Weaver Academy
	2006
	570
	527
	1097
	548
	1645
	88.2

	 
	2005
	Weaver Academy’s first year with graduating seniors was 2006

	 
	2004
	

	 
	2003
	

	 
	2002
	

	Western High
	2006
	502
	521
	1023
	501
	1523
	81.4

	 
	2005
	510
	520
	1030
	 
	 
	76.9

	 
	2004
	521
	530
	1051
	 
	 
	84.3

	 
	2003
	492
	509
	1001
	 
	 
	81.3

	 
	2002
	495
	522
	1017
	 
	 
	80.1

	GUILFORD COUNTY
	2006
	490
	504
	994
	482
	1476
	70.3

	 
	2005
	492
	502
	994
	 
	 
	69.7

	 
	2004
	503
	508
	1011
	 
	 
	68.1

	 
	2003
	494
	503
	997
	 
	 
	71.3

	 
	2002
	492
	503
	995
	 
	 
	72.0

	NORTH CAROLINA
	2006
	495
	513
	1008
	485
	1493
	 

	 
	2005
	499
	511
	1010
	 
	 
	74.0

	 
	2004
	499
	507
	1006
	 
	 
	70.0

	 
	2003
	495
	506
	1001
	 
	 
	68.0

	 
	2002
	493
	505
	998
	 
	 
	67.0

	UNITED STATES
	2006
	503
	518
	1021
	497
	1518
	**

	 
	2005
	508
	520
	1028
	 
	 
	**

	 
	2004
	508
	518
	1026
	 
	 
	**

	 
	2003
	507
	519
	1026
	 
	 
	**

	 
	2002
	504
	516
	1020
	 
	 
	**


Guilford County Schools is the third largest school district in North Carolina serving more than 70,000 students at 115 schools. With approximately 9,700 employees, the district’s mission is to graduate responsible citizens who are college/work ready.  
Guilford County Schools is a national leader in providing specialized schools and instructional programs designed to meet the educational needs of a culturally diverse citizenship.  For more information, visit the district’s Web site at www.gcsnc.com 
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