Education Desk: Below please find links and excerpts from two new studies regarding single-sex education, one conducted by the Goodman Research Group, Inc. for the National Coalition of Girls' Schools, the other conducted by the U.S. Department of Education.

 

The Goodman/NCGS study, titled The Girls' School Experience: A Survey of Young Alumnae of Single-Sex Schools, surveyed more than 1,000 Class of 2004 graduates from 61 girls' schools nationwide, asking to them rate the experience as well as their preparedness to make the transition to college. A press release from the National Coalition of Girls' Schools is also included at the end of this e-mail, featuring quotes and commentary. For more information, contact Carolyn Colletti at (978) 368-9086.

 

Link to report: http://www.ncgs.org/public_pdf/2005_NCGS_Young_Alumnae_Survey.pdf
 

Key findings of the report:

a) Alumnae were very satisfied with their academic experiences at their girls’ schools, and the vast majority would recommend others to attend their schools


b) Alumnae felt they were more prepared for the academic transition to college than their peers who attended coed high schools


c) Alumnae felt well-prepared for academic interactions with men 

 

d) Alumnae planned to major in crucial fields such as business/economics or mathematics and the sciences in significant numbers 

FOR USE WITH: U.S. Department of Education Report, Single-Sex Versus Coeducation Schooling: A Systematic Review
 

Excerpt from the report:

A few trends are apparent across all outcomes. The preponderance of studies in areas such as academic accomplishment (both concurrent and long term) and adaptation or socioemotional development (both concurrent and long term) yields results lending support to SS schooling. A limited number of studies throughout the review provide evidence favoring CE schooling. It is more common to come across studies that report no differences between SS and CE schooling than to find outcomes with support for the superiority of CE. In terms of outcomes that may be of most interest to the primary stakeholders (students and their parents), such as academic achievement test scores, self-concept, and long-term indicators of success, there is a degree of support for SS schooling. 

Link: http://www.ed.gov/rschstat/eval/other/single-sex/index.html
 

 

Sent by: 

Carolyn Colletti, Director of Communications
The National Coalition of Girls' Schools
57 Main Street
Concord, MA  01742
Phone: (978) 368-9086
E-mail: carolyncolletti@ncgs.org
Online: www.ncgs.org
 

FAST FACTS: The Coalition represents 105 girls' schools in the United States -- private and public, day and boarding -- with international affiliates in Canada, Great Britain, South Africa, Australia and New Zealand. Currently, more than 45,000 girls attend Coalition member schools in the U.S. 

 

PRESS RELEASE:
 


Report on Single-Sex Education Finds High Satisfaction Levels

90% of Girls' School Graduates Would Choose Single-Sex School Again
October 2005 -- Recent graduates of single-sex schools for girls report high levels of satisfaction with their educational experience, according to a new study released today.

The survey of more than 1,000 alumnae of the Class of 2004 from 61 girls’ schools nationwide was performed by Goodman Research Group, Inc. for The National Coalition of Girls’ Schools (NCGS). Previous Goodman clients include the National Science Foundation, the Connecticut Department of Education, the Alfred P. Sloane Foundation, and AARP, the American Association of Retired Persons. (Goodman website: www.grginc.com) 

“At a time when families have more educational options than ever before, it's important for schools to think in terms of ‘customer satisfaction,’” said Meg Milne Moulton, NCGS Co-Executive Director. “We asked Goodman to do this research so that we could get a clear assessment of how well girls’ schools are serving students.”

The study found that:

· 95% were very or extremely satisfied with their schools’ ability to provide a rigorous academic curriculum
· 90% would probably or definitely attend a girls’ school if they had to do it all over again 

· 85% felt somewhat more or much more prepared for the academic challenges of college
“Too often, the debate about single-sex schools omits the voices of the students themselves,” said Whitney Ransome, NCGS Co-Executive Director. “As the nation debates the merits of single-sex education, it is important that we hear from students in all settings, whether private schools, public academies and charter schools, and single-sex classrooms.”

Among the survey’s other findings:

· 85% agreed that girls’ school provide a greater “can do” attitude 

· 84% agreed that girls’ schools provide more leadership opportunities 
· 83% agreed that girls’ schools provide a better environment for personal development 

· 74% agreed that girls’ schools provide more encouragement in science, math and technology 

· 67% agreed that girls’ schools provide better preparation for college academics 

· 66% agreed that girls’ schools contribute more to young women’s social self-confidence
About NCGS and the Girls’ School Community

Single-sex education is more than merely separating girls and boys. Girls' schools create cultures that capitalize on girls' learning styles, with teachers who can teach based on all that we know about the way girls learn. Girls' schools place a premium on creating opportunities for leadership in the classroom, the science lab, the playing field or court — everywhere, in short, where there are valuable life-lessons to be learned.

The National Coalition of Girls’ Schools is a leading proponent of single-sex education for girls. Since its founding in 1991, NCGS has grown to include 105 girls' independent and public, day and boarding schools across the United States, with affiliate partners in Canada, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, and the United Kingdom. Currently, some 45,000 students attend NCGS schools in the U.S. alone. 

Our members share a commitment to the values and benefits of girls' schools and a belief that all girls, regardless of educational setting, deserve the opportunity to realize their potential, to be active and equal, confident and competent leaders, participants and contributors. The Coalition's major areas of focus include academic achievement, financial literacy; math, science and technology; sports, wellness and physical fitness; leadership; global citizenship and community involvement.

To learn more, visit us online at www.ncgs.org 

Contact Carolyn Colletti at (978) 368-9086 or carolyncolletti@ncgs.org
 

