DATE: Wednesday, November 12, 2003

EDITION: ALL 

SECTION: TRIAD

PAGE: B7

MOLD ISSUES DECREASING AT AREA SCHOOLS
CLEANUP EFFORTS AND COLDER WEATHER HAVE CUT MOLD PROBLEMS TO A HANDFUL, SCHOOL OFFICIALS SAID. 

GREENSBORO  

   Three months into the school year, Guilford Primary principal Eunice Isley still has mold at her school. But she is in the minority, in part because of cleanup efforts and lower temperatures that have put a freeze on the spread of mold.

   Mold thrives in damp places. An unusually wet, humid summer made mold a bigger problem than usual this year.

   At the height of the problem in August, Guilford County Schools verified mold as the culprit in 68 of 107 complaints at schools, said John Wright, the district's chief administrative officer. In all, 51 schools were affected.

   As of Oct. 31, verified reports were down to nine out of 19 suspected incidents at 11 sites, he said.

   "We have not had the same moisture in the air that we were having," Wright said. "The problem in and of itself has died down."

   Guilford school officials haven't tallied the costs for this year's cleanups, which were needed more often and, in some cases, more extensively than in previous years.

   After Disaster and other companies that clean up after natural disasters such as fires and floods have been used at some schools when the work was too much for district maintenance workers, Wright said.

   Just two weeks ago, After Disaster visited Guilford Primary to deal with persistent mold problems there, said Isley, the principal.

   The company takes samples of mold to test. Some molds can be toxic. Others are allergen molds, which can affect people with allergies, said Graylon Roberson, emergency services coordinator at After Disaster.

   "The first step is to eliminate the source of the moisture so we don't have that problem happen again," Roberson said.

   A lot of times, roof leaks or water seeping through foundations create the moisture that allows mold to form, he said.

   Next, the mold must be tested.

   "There are different steps to cleaning up different types of mold," Roberson said. "Certain times we have to do extra cleaning to get rid of the mold."

   Earlier this year, Grimsley High School had dehumidifiers placed at the school to draw moisture from the air. The dehumidifiers are gone now, no longer needed, said principal Rob Gasparello.

   "The weather has had something to do with it," he said. "We seem to be in much better shape."

   Wright said the district has tried to be aware of parents' and students' concerns. Yet despite the district's efforts, there likely will always be some mold in schools, he said.  "Buildings have these kinds of problems."

   Contact Jennifer Fernandez  at 373-7064 or jfernandez@news-record.com  
