SCHOOLS DROP CLEANING SERVICE - 
CUSTODIANS HAVE COMPLAINED FROM THE OUTSET ABOUT WORKING CONDITIONS UNDER SODEXHO.
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Guilford County Schools has swept out Sodexho, the private company that has been cleaning the district's buildings for two years.

Custodians have complained about working conditions under Sodexho since it took over management in 2003. They've said schools aren't as clean, materials have been inferior and Sodexho arbitrarily moved employees around.

On Thursday, the board received a petition from the Teamsters Local 391 with more than 400 signatures asking yet again that the district sever ties with Sodexho.

"If we're paying these people to do this, they're not doing the job," board member Kris Cooke said.

The board voted 8-2 to drop Sodexho at the end of this school year. Board Chairman Alan Duncan abstained, and members Susan Mendenhall and Anita Sharpe voted no.

Sharpe was concerned about where the district would find the nearly $800,000 it would cost to take over those services. The board has not decided where it will get the money. Members will conduct a line-by-line review of the budget April 29 as they decide how to fund the schools next year.

District officials hoped to save more than $1.2 million during the course of the Sodexho contract. But those savings never materialized.

The first year netted savings of about $120,000. And officials expect to lose money this year because more buildings were opened and the district paid for custodian raises.

Both the Guilford County Association of Educators, which represents teachers and other school employees, and the Teamsters Local 391 have repeatedly carried complaints from custodians to the board.

"I think 'They'll be pleased' is an understatement," said Mark Jewell, GCAE president.

