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(Background Notes:  The North Carolina Alliance for Transportation Reform (NCATR) is a statewide citizens’ watchdog group that has been involved in transportation issues across the state since 1992.  NCATR has assisted local citizens in road fights from the mountains to the coast and has engaged the NCDOT in lawsuits on several occasions, including the 1999 suit on the Winston-Salem Beltway.  The mission of NCATR is to give the citizens of NC a strong and effective voice in the planning of our transportation systems and projects.)
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CITIZENS GROUP QUESTIONS LEGALITY OF HOT PROJECT 
The N.C. Alliance for Transportation Reform (NCATR), a statewide citizen’s watchdog group, is calling for close legal scrutiny of the Heart of the Triad plan which has been commissioned by the Piedmont Authority for Regional Transportation (PART).  
NCATR Vice President Gay Cheney of Greensboro points out that PART’s mission is supposed to be the enhancement of the quality of all forms of transportation for each citizen through efficient use and protection of our natural, economic, and human resources.   Cheney notes that the plan being devised by PART’s consultant, HDR Engineering, seems to call for the proactive creation of business and industrial parks and other “job centers”, which will result in the deliberate destruction of open space instead of protecting it, and which appears to be a serious breach of PART’s charter and mission.
(MORE)
NCATR President Joe McDonald of Hoffman, NC questions the legality of the use of $200,000 of NCDOT money for the HOT study.  McDonald points out that this grant by NCDOT was supposed to have been for studies to enhance air quality through land use and transportation improvements.  Instead, it is being used to help fund a plan which is looking at things such as the possible destruction of up to 53,000 acres of open space and the creation of a 7500-acre regional business and research zone, the sort of development which will worsen air quality instead of improving it.
Cheney and McDonald both expressed general disappointment that PART, the local Chambers of Commerce, and local elected officials have not been more mindful of the finite nature of the remaining open space in the HOT region and the great value that our farms and wildlife habitats will have for future generations of Triad area residents.   McDonald commented that the 1950’s mentality that said any road is a good road and that any open space is wasted space is simply no longer appropriate in this new century.
NCATR is continuing to study all of these issues and is considering the idea of devising a plan which would be an alternate to that being prepared by PART’s consultant.   END

