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Guilford County Board of Commissioners Adopts County Budget for 2008-2009
On June 19, the Guilford County Board of Commissioners adopted a General Fund budget for fiscal year 2008-2009 of $586,115,142, a 6.7 percent increase over the previous year’s budget. The Board allocated increases to fund voter-approved bonds, public safety, human services, the arts and other county programs and services.
The Board established the countywide tax rate for FY 2008-2009 at 73.74 cents per $100 of assessed valuation, an increase of 4.60 cents. Of this increase, 3.4 cents was approved to fund the 2008 voter-approved bonds for Guilford County Schools, Eastern Guilford High School, Guilford Technical Community College (GTCC) and a new law enforcement detention center. The additional 1.2 cents will support all other increases in county services.
Listed below are highlights of the FY 2008-2009 adopted budget.

Education:

· Allocates $175,165,521 to Guilford County Schools for operating expenses, an increase of $10 million in county funds over fiscal year 2007-2008.

· Includes an increase of nearly $1 million for GTCC operating costs for new facilities and an additional for capital expenses for GTCC’s northwest campus and aviation program.

Human Services:

· Includes a full year’s funding for operating the Guilford County Substance Abuse Treatment Center, the county’s new comprehensive substance abuse facility in High Point.
· Increases funding to the Department of Social Services by $230,000 for Communities in Schools, and adds 11 positions in the children’s day care, foster care and family services programs that are funded with federal and state dollars.
-more-

· Increases the appropriation to the Department of Public Health by $250,000 to be held in reserve for a health clinic in southeast Guilford County and adds four positions in the Women’s, Infants and Children (WIC) Program and one position in the Public Health Preparedness and Response Program that are funded with federal and state dollars.
· Appropriates funds to Guilford County Transportation and Mobility Services to purchase five vehicles that will establish a county-owned fleet, thereby reducing the cost of the contracted service.
Public Safety

· Funds four new EMT/Logistic Technicians with Emergency Services beginning January 1, 2009, to restock ambulances with emergency medical supplies and get them back in service faster.
· Includes a full year of funding for 28 detention officers, approved by the Board in February 2008, and funds four new bailiffs and four patrol deputies beginning January 1, 2009. 
· Increases funding for the Guilford County Animal Shelter and Animal Control.

· Includes second-year funding for Mental Health Courts in Greensboro and High Point, and contracts with community-based agencies to help reduce the jail’s pre-trial population.
Community Services, Culture and Parks:

· Includes the first year of operating costs for Southwest Park, scheduled to open in fall 2008, and the County’s share of operating costs for Hagan-Stone Park. Ownership of Hagan-Stone Park, as well as Bryan Park Guilford County, will be transferred to Guilford County from the City of Greensboro. 

· Sets aside $250,000 for arts programs as follows:  $100,000 to the Arts Council of Greater Greensboro, $75,000 to the High Point Area Arts Council, $50,000 to the Atelier Museum, and $25,000 to the North Carolina Shakespeare Festival.

General Government and Internal Support Services:
· Supports the operation of the County fleet of 625 vehicles, which is significantly affected by rising fuel costs.
· Includes $614,000 for additional voting machines for Elections, which will be in place for the November 2008 election.

The Guilford County budget ordinance and a General Fund budget summary are available on the Guilford County website at www.co.guilford.nc.us. 
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