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FACT SHEET – Haw River State Park Land Acquisition

N.C. Division of Parks and Recreation

January 10, 2008

The acquisition of three tracts from Bluegreen Corp. of Boca Raton, Fla. to be added to Haw River State Park was announced by Bill Ross, secretary of the N.C. Department of Environment and Natural Resources, Lewis R. Ledford, director of the N.C. Division of Parks and Recreation and executives of Bluegreen Corp.

This land purchase will give Haw River State Park a significantly larger land base with high natural resource value and the potential to add traditional state park amenities such as hiking trails, picnic grounds and camping facilities. The acquisition will also help protect the environmental integrity of the headwaters of the Haw River.

The Acquisition of the Properties

The state will acquire 692 acres in three tracts for $14 million, slightly above the appraised value.  The State Property Office determined that an offer above the appraised value is proper due to the high conservation and natural resource value of the property and its value as an addition to the existing state park. 

Bluegreen had secured options on the properties in 2007 from landowners Thaxton Richardson, Forrest Campbell and Annie B. Cox with the original intent of developing a 775-home golf course community. The land lies north of N.C. 150, east of North Church Street and south of the Haw River, with about 570 acres in Guilford County and about 122 acres in Rockingham County.

The property is contiguous with the existing Haw River State Park to the east, which now includes about 300 acres that is the campus of The Summit Environmental Education Center.

Negotiations between the State Property Office, the state parks system and Bluegreen Corp. of Boca Raton, Fla., began in August after Guilford County’s planning board approved a request from Bluegreen to rezone the property to allow the planned density. That decision was subsequently appealed to the county commissioners by a group of Guilford County citizens. Plans for the development included drawing water for irrigation from the Haw River and placement of a wastewater treatment facility on the river.

The agreement stipulates that the acquisition must be completed by the end of February.

Financing the Acquisition

The acquisition will be financed by issuing certificates of participation through the Parks and Recreation Trust Fund.

In its 2007 session, the N.C. General Assembly authorized the Parks and Recreation and Natural Heritage trust funds to each issue up to $50 million in certificates of participation for land conservation. The certificates are similar to bonds and will be repaid with future revenues into the trust funds over a 20-year indebtedness. In the recent past, such certificates have been issued for special projects of the state parks system, including a 3,000-acre acquisition at Lake James State Park, construction of visitor facilities at Lake James and land acquisition at Mayo River State Park in western Rockingham County and Chimney Rock State Park in Rutherford County.

Purchase of the approximately 300 acres at the existing Haw River State Park and its environmental education center was financed by regular revenues of the Parks and Recreation Trust Fund. Any future visitor facilities at the state park are likely to be financed through the trust fund, as well. The trust fund is supported by the state’s tax on real estate deed transfers and is the principal funding source for state park land acquisition and capital projects.

Haw River State Park Background

Haw River State Park was authorized by the General Assembly in 2003, an action that allowed the state parks system to begin land acquisition. One of the initial acquisitions was a 210-acre retreat and conference center (The Summit) offered for sale by the Episcopal Diocese. The parks system has since integrated the property as its first residential environmental education center. This property lies to the east – and downstream of the Richardson-Campbell-Cox property.

The Haw River headwaters area was among 12 sites in North Carolina identified as a potential state park in the system’s 2003 New Parks for a New Century initiative. Sites were objectively scored on the basis of natural resource value, recreation potential and proximity to urban areas under-served by the state parks system. From a natural resource standpoint, the area offers mature stands of hardwood forests and somewhat unusual and highly valued piedmont wetlands.

In 2006, Susan McBean was named the park’s first superintendent and has been joined by ranger Torry Nergart and park support staff. And, The Summit staff has been integrated into the division.

Although The Summit is a tremendous resource for environmental education, the vision for Haw River State Park has always included traditional park uses, such as hiking, picnicking, nature study and camping. Sufficient developable land must be acquired to offer those kinds of activities while protecting the more fragile natural resource areas. Early in the planning process, the Richardson-Campbell-Cox property was identified as important for development of the state park. Land acquisition will continue at Haw River with negotiations ongoing with other landowners who may become willing sellers.

At the point when sufficient land is available to offer traditional park activities and to protect natural resources, a master planning process will begin. (There is no deadline or specific acreage threshold for this.) The park’s master plan will determine what activities will be encouraged in the park, what facilities will be built and where those will be located. The master planning process involves the public, the park and division staff and, very often, outside experts in landscape architecture and planning.

Partnerships

Every successful conservation project has involved partnerships, very often between state agencies and local or regional organizations. Early on, the Guilford Open Space Committee nurtured local support for a state park from citizens and from the county government and the committee coordinated the effort for the park’s authorization by the local legislative delegation. As part of its land acquisition efforts, the state parks system has worked closely with the Piedmont Land Conservancy to identify potential properties and contact landowners. More recently, Citizens for Haw River State Park has emerged as a grassroots support organization.

The continued successful development of Haw River State depends in large part on successful partnerships with citizen groups, park neighbors, local governments and the business community.

