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OPEN LETTER TO THE GOVERNOR AND ATTORNEY GENERAL
February 29, 2008

Via Fax & First Class Mail
The Honorable Michael F. Easley

Governor of the State of North Carolina
20301 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, NC  27699-0301

The Honorable Roy A. Cooper, III

NC Attorney General's Office
9001 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-9001

Dear Governor Easley and Attorney General Cooper:


The NAACP was born to fight racial hatred and injustice 99 years ago this month. We have won many victories and yet the assaults on our community continue.  Last year the North Carolina NAACP reported to both of you what we saw as a dangerous uptick in hate crimes and Klan/Hate activity.  We requested your intervention against Klan hot lines in Vance County, the Klan/Nazi use of the United States Postal Service to make their violent threats against those of us in the NAACP leadership and other hate crimes.  Over the winter, we have witnessed more nooses on several college campuses and the attempted murder of an inter-racial couple because of race in Pitt County.

Earlier this week—the last week of Black History month--we learned of credible evidence that 50 boxes of evidence of what most of us consider a racist hate crime were ordered destroyed by the Greensboro Police Department.  Our Greensboro Branch President, Rev. Cardes Brown, along with two other distinguished leaders, Rev. Gregory Headen and Rev. Nelson Johnson, reported that an active duty Greensboro Police officer told them directly that Sgt. Craig McMinn of the Greensboro Police Special Intelligence Department (SID) ordered the destruction of SID files related to the November 1979 Klan-Nazi attack and killing of five civil rights demonstrators in Greensboro.  These SID files were segregated from other police files, we understand, and no back up files were maintained. Apparently four active duty police officers heard Sgt. McMinn give the order, and several officers took approximately 50 boxes of files and threw them in a dumpster.  Sgt. McMinn, it is believed, would tell the truth about his giving that order.
 
The State has begun, after 110 years, to hold up the mirror of truth—and perhaps reconciliation and redemption—to the ugly history of another terrible November day in Wilmington in l898.   What a sad statement about the nature of our race relations that the truth of what happened in Greensboro in November 1979—less than 29 years ago—still is being hidden and evidence is being destroyed.  This revelation regarding the destruction of evidence represents the deepest violation of public trust, particularly in the light of the increasing number of acts of domestic terrorism.


We therefore call on each of you to launch a full investigation into the destruction of records by the Greensboro Police Department.  We understand the Greensboro Government has quickly turned the request of our local leaders into a Catch-22 game, demanding the identity of the whistle-blower, as opposed to merely investigating the truth of the allegations.  We trust that more professional and objective law enforcement officers will be able to quickly ascertain the truth of the allegations through other avenues.  

The officer who broke the Blue No Snitch Rule—enforced with the same peer pressure as the Street No Snitch Rule--is in obvious danger.  We therefore are requesting a federal investigation of the Greensboro Police Department with full witness protection services for those honest officers who have and will come forward.  I have enclosed a copy of a letter I am mailing today to our federal representatives, and would appreciate your joining with the NAACP in making this important request.


We would be pleased to meet with you and your delegates to discuss how we might work together on this important problem. 







Sincerely,






Rev. Dr. William J. Barber, II






President

Encl: Letter to U.S. Senators and Representatives (w/ First Class Mail only)
Let to Govand AG Feb 08

