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Senator Elizabeth Dole 





via fax 202/224-1100
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC  20510

Senator Richard Burr 






via fax 202/228-2981
217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC  20510

Representative Mel Watt 





via fax 202/225-1512
2236 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC  20515

Representative Howard Coble




via fax 202/225-8611
2468 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC  20515
Dear Senators Dole and Burr, and Representatives Watt and Coble:
The NAACP was born 99 years ago to fight racial hatred.  We have learned the hard way that when the struggle against racism starts becoming effective, the people who want to maintain their old ways become restless. Last year we began to experience this reaction, as the Klan and Nazi groups began to spew their ugly venom against the NAACP in hot lines, through mailings, and more recently in a spate of nooses hung in college campuses and we have tried to deal with these hate crimes on the state level. 

I write because we believe that only federal intervention can help unravel a dangerous situation that has developed in Greensboro.  On February 26, 2008, we were made aware of credible evidence that 50 boxes of evidence of what most of us consider a racist hate crime were ordered destroyed by the Greensboro Police Department.  Our Greensboro Branch President, Rev. Cardes Brown, along with two other distinguished Greensboro leaders, Rev. Gregory Headen and Rev. Nelson Johnson, reported that an active duty Greensboro police officer told them directly that Sgt. Craig McMinn of the Greensboro Police Special Intelligence Department (SID) ordered the destruction of SID files related to the November 1979 Klan-Nazi attack that killed five civil rights demonstrators in Greensboro.  Apparently four active duty police officers heard Sgt. McMinn give the order, and several officers took approximately 50 boxes of files and threw them in a dumpster.  Sgt. McMinn, it is believed, would tell the truth about his giving that order.
We request a federal investigation of the Greensboro Police Department with full witness protection services for the officers who have and will come forward.  This request is urgent because we understand the Greensboro government says it cannot investigate this allegation without the identity of the whistle-blower.  We believe an outside FBI investigation can find other avenues for learning the truth.  The officer who broke the “Blue No Snitch Rule” is in obvious danger.  We would be pleased to discuss how we can work together on this.







Sincerely,







Rev. Dr. William J. Barber, II






President

